September 26, 1964

Hre. John F. Kennedy
1040 PLfth Advernue
Few Yorhk, Few York

Dear Mre. Kennedy:

You must Ye awcre of the reespect--noy, edmiration—-
I feel for you. One of the reasons I wanted to write A Day in
the Life of Fresldent Kennedy woe Decause I felt (end still feel)
that jor the first time in the history of the republic we hud
¢ dedtcated ond incorruptible president and ¢ flrst ledy who was
nore than o fine wilfe, ¢ good mother and ¢ dutlful doughter; we
had o women who was willing to work to lift the cultural level
of the entire country. HNothing has altered these opinions,
Krs. Kennedy.

I on sure that you willl recall that, after your
husbend's death, it was I who wrote %o pou, and to Robert Kemmedy,
agvising that you endorse one author who would write the rofficicln
story of the tragedy. I told you that, in reseerching The Day
Lincoln ifas Shot from 1930 to 1934, I found so wmany sensctioncl
aend Ingeeurate versions of what hoppened on Good Friday 1865-—cll
of which are still on our library shelves--that something should
be done ot once to discourcge the half-truth hachis. You did it.
Yopuselected ¢ writer ond opened the doors of information to him.
It is ¢ good move, and I have no quarrel with tt.

You might permit me o emall omount of envy ¢t not
being chosen. J too am ¢ professtonol writer of substonce, ond
I enterioined the forlorn hope that because the Preetdent hed
selected me to write 4 Day in his life, and hod asked, on two
occagione, if I could not expand the mageszine moterial into same-
thing big enough for o Dook, that I might be qualified to write
the tregedy too. Sttll, when made your choice I had cgreed
to ¢ contreet to write such a Dook for Random House, end I knew
all clong that many Rooks would be written cbout thot & @rday
in Dallas. They will be written, whether you stond in the Boor-
woy to history or not. They will de written whether I die this
daoy or not. Some writers will be econsclentious and corejful ond
objective. Some will be carelese and, as Scotty Reston urote
on page one of this morning's Times: It (the Warren Commission
report) hes provided enough material to tnirigue the novelists
and dremotiete for generations 1o coMeees



2o MNrs. Kennedy

fven you write: "e..gometime in the future when the
rein is not so freeh J suppose I must let it appear for I have
no right to suppress historys.."” Thiec morning, ten thousend
newepepers throughout the United Stotes published o reorection
of Nov. 22nd, 1963, Next week, Sontom Sooks will plece 500, 000
copiles of it in the Dookstores. -The Govermment Printing Office
has e becklog of orders for the Warren Commission Report. G P.
Putrom ! e~Coward MeCann~Jolm Day sent on announcement to me that
they are publishing the Puropecn best seller: "who Eilled Kennedy?w,
by Thomas G. Suchenen. The Salinger-Yanocour Dook hos been on
the Times Dest seller liet for mony weeks, . The UFPIl's nFour Days"
hae sold milllons of copiles. Others cre Deilng set in type.

Don't yau mee, Mre. Kennedy, thot thils Ls not ¢
metter of earning o profit out of o trogedy? It ts llving Drecthing
history und 1t ie going to De told end retold dowm the corridows
of timec ce long as mon is able to feel o DPruise on his conscience.
If you could tell me thot the etory is not going to De published,
that the host of Dooks will stop now, I would be ¢ mean and small
man not to agree to stop my resecrch ct once. You connot think
well of me 1f you do wot think that I cpprecicte the unremitiing
pain in your heart. Long ago, the prayers of this sinner were sent,
not por John F. EKennedy--who le Deyond poin--dut for you end the
children, who must Iive with the sceret silent memory of perpetucl
sorrows. These thinge hove ocourred to me, and others too. 137
of highachool, when the children must study Americen histery, ond
when they find thot, os part of their schoolwork, they must study
the public deede of their fother, and the wmisdeeds of the generction
which took him cwey from them?

Have you csked Putnen not to publish the sensational
and poorly resecrched vho Kkilled Kennedy? The recson I csk is thot
I would 1ike to know why you single my i out for personcl
attention. You hove asked Bemnett Cery of Rondom House not 0 pub-
Iieh i, Roberi Kennedy hos spoken to two executives of Random
House cnd csked them not to publish my book. I wileh you would be
condld with me, as I an with you. Iither yow, or Robert Kenmedy,
could have contacted me ot any time ond could have told me why
you want to stop it, but not stop the others. Ie it falr to write
that all the people ir. Mencheeter interviewed mwere ashed not 2o
discugs thoee days with angone eloe—-and i}heg have all hept that
Jelth, and will continue to do so. So that leaves nothing but
the i‘orren Commission Report--which will be public cnywey——for on
cuthor Ithe yourself to Dase ¢ Dook One”



Besslircs. John F. ﬁ'ﬁm&dz{

I cannot believe thot you mean this. It doecsntt
even sound Iike you. To say thet ome man moy write history
but cnother moy not, emounts to o personcl copyright. The iest
I ccn do, Mrs. Kemmedy is to repeat an carlier offer: IS you
went to dlscuss the matiéer, or Nr. Robert kemnedy doee, I shall
be happy to do 1%, and do 1t with on open mind. IF you vant
to deny me cny personal asststance, I will respect your wishes,
but I ask, in folrness, thot you reopen the doors to the other
perts of the story. In return, I shall permit anjyone you de-
siymate to study my menueeript for errors of fact or good taste
be yore publication.

Moy I heer jfrom you?
Sincerely,

Jim Slshop



April 4, 1906

WWM wd Mm o
, she woen't epuaiking idly. They

Kelly and I expect to e in Hew York Hay J0th--Ginn ‘
Lyt ﬁ;@l will etop in for Iunchs .
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