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PAUL LAXALT WASHINGTON OFFICE:
NEVADA 315 RusseLL OFFicE BulLDING
(202) 224-3542

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS CARSON CITY OFFICE:

COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY : 705 NoRTH PLAZA STREET
'montfeh f%{“feﬁ %enafc (702) 883-1930
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 LAS VEGAS OFFICE:

300 Las VeGas BLvp., SouTH
(702) 385-6547

April 21, 1983

RENO OFFICE:
300 BooTH STREET
(702) 784-5568

Dear Paul:

Thank you for your letter. I am honored that
you chose to write to me in fulfillment of your class
project.

I believe very strongly in God. Although I have
never seen Him, nor has He ever spoken to me, my faith in
Him has been sustained throughout my entire life. As a
young boy in Nevada, religion was a fundamental part of
my life. My mother was a very devout woman who tried to
instill in her children a respect and a reverence for the
Holy Trinity. This reverence is renewed often. The
awe inspiring beauty of nature is a daily reminder of the
presence of God. Equally awe inspiring are the brilliant
minds of the men and women who, through science, have enabled
us to send astronauts orbiting into outer space, or to pro-
long human life by means of an artificial heart. No one
can deny that these minds were created in God's image.

Again, thank you for writing. I hope you will feel
free to contact me again.

ely,

[- o 15
PAUL LAXALT
U.S. Senator

PL/ag
Paul Rifkin

674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537



NORMAN LEAR

Mareh 1, 1977

Mr. Paul Rifkin
333 W. Frances Willard
Chilo, Ca. 95926

Dear Paul:
I do believe in God.

The God that I believe in is not a personal one in
the sense that he or she takes no human form in my mind.
I like you and man didn't make you, so the reason for
your being is, for lack of a different word, God.

God has never really made his presence known to me.
I don't know, perhaps he's saving me for last. Or, intends
to snub me all together. I believe in him anyway.

orman Lear

NL:as

1901 Avenue of the Stars « Suite 670 » Los Angeles, California 90067 » Telephone (213) 553-3600
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Dear Paul:
To answer your question:

I do not "believe in God" as a Christian (or a Jew or
a Muslim) does. The idea of God as a person has no
meaning to me, and I do not really know what the
churches are talking about when they talk about
"pelief."

I do know there is something, and the poet Wordsworth
described it as well as can be done in words:

A sense aiblime
Of something far more deeply interfused,
Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns,
And the round ocean and the living air,
And the blue sky, and in the mind of man.

That is the presence of the divine to me. With thanks
for your question, and all good wishes,

Yours truly,

Uisula bﬁjaw_/
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GEORGE LEONARD

July 18, 1983

Dear Paul,

Your letter came while | was away for a two-month residency
at Esalen Institute, so this reply is probably too late for your
survey.

Nevertheless, | could say that | believe in the existence of

a divine spitit. [I'm not sure this spirit could be seen as a
person, but is certainly at least personal. The divine spirit,
which I might call "God," makes its presence known to me, not
just at church or during religious services, but any time at

all when I'm willing to open my heart to the wonders of existence;
whenever, for example, | truly apprehend the essence of a

tree or the flight of a swallow. Thus, God must exist in all

of us as well as apart from us--both at once.

Let me wish you all good things in your life.

BOX 609, MILL VALLEY, CALIFORNIA 94942



To Paul Rifkin
674 RT 6A
East Sanswich
Mass 02537

U,S.A.

&

Bomaine 3 Argenteuil
1410 Waterloo, April, 28th, 1983.

Dear Paul,

His Majesty Xing leopold has received

your letter,

I am authorized to tell you that King

Leopold believes in God,

As far as the second part of your ques-
tion is concerned, you shall understand it is such a

personal matter that the King prefers not to answer it,.

With kind regards.

I A el T

pra 5 NSC s Al e

Colonel B,.E.M, Baron van CAUBERGH.
Aide de Camp du Roi Léopold.



JC/LFL

15th April 1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
EAST SANDWICH
Minnesota 02537
VeSsihs

Dear Mr. Rifkin,

JONATHAN CLOWES
LIMITED

Literary Agents Personal Management
22 Prince Albert Road
London NW1 78T
Cables: Agenclow London NW1

Telephone: 01-722 7674
Directors:
Jonathan Clowes- Ann Evans
Donald Carroll- Enyd Williams
Telex: 23973

Doris Lessing has asked me to reply to your letter on her behalf

She does not believe in God in the traditional sense and should

you wish to understand her attitudes on this question, she has
suggested that you might like to read her last four novels, beginning

with SHIKASTA.

Best wishes,
i

Represented in Europe and U.S.A. Registered Office: 25 Newman Street, London W1. Registered Number 730425



April 10, 1983

Dear Paul Rifkin:

Thank you for your letter Your project sounds interesting and I
commend you on it.

Yes, I believe in God, though '"believe'" is not the best word. To
believe implies something done with the mind. God is to be known
with one's entire being.

In answer to second part of your question - how God has made His

presence known to me - well, I guess I would say, how has He not.
For me it's more a matter of making my presence known to God, and
what I mean by that is - God is there all the time. The problem
is am I there, also, making my presence known to Him?

I know that I haven't answered your question directly, but I think that's
because one's relationship with God isn't a matter of God making His
presence known once, but of our being attentive, throughout each day,

to God in every encounter we have. That is the purpose of the many
benedictions which exist in Judaism for being aware of and praising

God throughout each day. I'm referring to '"Blessed art thou, O Lord

our God, Ruler of the Universe for....'" and one can add whatever it

is he or she is thankful for -- the blue sky, the rain, the sight of

a bird, a smile, etc., etc.

Thank you again for writing and I hope your class project is success-—
ful.

Siplcgrely,
(o ¢5fkf*
ulius Lester



Paul Rifkin, Esq., 29th April, 1983
Grade 5,

674 RT 6A,

East Sandwich,

Mass. 02537,

U.S.A

Dear Paul Rifkin,
Thank you for your letter.

The answer to your question is
NO I DO NOT AND NEVER HAVE BELIEVED
IN THE EXISTENCE OF A GOD.

I wish you every success with your class
project.

Best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

e

ALTSWIH VA LANCO

TWICKENHAM FILM STUDIOS, ST. MARGARET'S, TWICKENHAM, MIDDLESEX TW1 2AW Telephone: 01-892 4477

Directors: Richard Lester, D. V. Lester, Clive C. Nicholas. Registered Office: 99 Aldwych, London, WC2 B4JY.  Registered in England No. 903239.

VAT Reg. No. 223 3513 05



oAM LEVENSON

November 17, 1976

Dear Paul:

I believe in God. I know how He is but
I don't know who He is. He has never revealed
himself to me, but I have tried io reveal my-
self to Him, I know that He knows that. Perhaps
He has tried to reveal himself to me and I
wasn'i receptive. I hope I get another chance.

Sincerely

f
G ik

7/ Sam Levenson
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@he New Pork Eimes

84 STATE STREET
BOSTON, MASS. 02109

ANTHONY LEWIS

October 6, 1980

Dear Mr. Rifkin:

Thanks for your letter. But I do
not want to discuss my religious beliefs.

Sincerely S,
L ]

QA

Anthony Lewis



From Art Linkletter

4/19/83

Dear Paul:
Yes, I believe in God.

How did He make his presence
known to me? Whenever 1 look
up at the stars or sail across
a mighty.ocean I feel his
presence.,

Best wishes,

et



COUDERT BROTHERS

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT LAW NEW YORK
200 PARK AVENUE
ONE FARRAGUT SQUARE SOUTH NEW YORK. N. Y. 10166
SAN FRANCISCO

WASHINGTON, D. C.20006 IHRERIEMBARCARERG CENTER
SAN FRANCISCO, CA. 94111
PARIS

52, AVENU Eigzs CHAMPS-ELYSEES

. PA
TELEPHONE April 5, 1983 ol

i 49-5| BOW LANE
202 783-3010 LONDON EC4M 9DL
CABLE BRUSSELS

RUE BELLIARD, 20, BOX Il
“TREDUOC" WASHINGTON BG40 BRUSSELS

HONG KONG
TELEX 20 CHATER ROAD

HONG KONG
INTL: RCA 248594 SINGAPORE

DOMESTIC: 89432 glﬁgigggl‘é vc‘;fga

TOKYO
TANAKA & TAKAHASHI
NEW AOYAMA BUILDING W-1352
I, MINAMI AOYAMA I-CHOME
MINATO-KU, TOKYO 107 JAPAN

RIO DE JANEIRO
ULHOA CANTO, REZENDE
NEVIANJ E GUER

ALMIRANTE BARROSO 8l

?oooo RIO DE JANEIRO, R. J.

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Rt. 6A
East Sandwich, Mass. 02537

Dear Paul:

Thank you very much for your good letter, and
I am glad to know about the report you are making for
your fifth grade class.

In answer to your question, I do indeed believe
in God. The best way I can describe how God makes
his presence known to me is in finding goodness,
thoughtfulness and kindness in so many people.







RUSSELL B. LONG
LOUISIANA

AWlnited Dlafes Henafle

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

April 6, 1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, Mass. 02537

Dear Paul:

Thank you for your recent letter. The answer to
your question is yes, I do believe in God.

He has made His presence known to me in many
ways. As a United States Senator, I am often faced with
many difficult decisions, and I sometimes have to ask for
the Good Lord's guidance in helping me make the right
decision. After 34 years in the Senate, He has never failed
to answer my prayers.

Again, thank you for writing. I wish you the best
of luck with your project. I am,

Sinc ly yours,

RBL/dd















HENRY LUCE I
FOUR SUTTON PLACE « NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022 + (212) 759-8640
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Macl.aine ]Elmtter][wiseg, Ine.

P.O. Box 753
Cripple Creek, CO 80813

December 7, 1983

Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

674 RT 6A

East Sandwich, MASS 02537

Dear Paul:

I am sorry that I did not receive your letter until today.
I have been in Egypt.

Yes, Paul, I believe in God. I believe that man is a unit
of God Consc10usness extended and that everything is regulated by
Divine Law. I also believe in the Law of Cause and Effect or rather,
that you reap what you sow.

In Love and L1ght

Sh1r1ey MacLaine
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\X/@Sleyan UniverSItY Middletown, Connecticut 06457

WILLIAM MANCHESTER
329 Wesleyan Station

April 8, 1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin

674 Rt. 6A

East Sandwich, Mass.
02537

Dear Paul,

My religious convictions are deeply
held, but they are so private that I do not
discuss them with anyone, not even with
members of my own family.

Faithfully,

5@ an b J e

William Manchester
WM/ amr Adjunct Professor of
History
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March 17, 1983

Dear Paul,

I received your letter asking me whether I believed
in God. My answer is yes, I believe in God. Unlike most people,
I am not able to feel the presence of God in a church. However,
my Father had a home high up in the Jamaican mountains. At a
point which is about 4,000 feet up, he built a bench with his
own hands. It looks across a huge, deep valley and across to the
highest point in Jamaica, the Blue Mountain Peak, The Peak, as
it is called, is more than 7,400 feet high, which is a lot in such

a small island.

When I sit on the bench and look out through the
pine trees which surround it and across to The Peak, I often feel
God's presence. At these times I get a sense of order and
beauty; of timelessness and permanence. Then I know that there
is some Force or Being which is cosmic and creative. If I am
troubled I find peace; if I am confused I find clarity; if I
feel lost I see a path forward.

I hope you find something like that one day. Or

perhaps you already have'!

Sincerely,

" Michael Manley

Master Paul Rifkin
Grade 5

674 RT 6A

East Sandwich
Mass. 02537



COMPAGNIE DE MIME Paul RIFKIN
au
MARCEL 674 Rt 6A

MARCEAU E. SANDWICH

MA 02537 UsA

Paris,
March 9th 1983

Dear Paul,

It is a very hard question to answer :'Do you believe in God ?"

I do not believe especially in one God, but in a superior being which
could be the secret of the creation of the Universe.

I believe in the Godly and in the Divine in the spirit of Man which is
the inspiration guiding humanity. In this sense I believe in God.

God has his presence in me through my heart, through the love I share
with humanity and through my inspiration I hope to preserve for a long
time to create and always bring out the best from me for the rest of

my life.
With my best wishes, always your
BIP

Marcel MARCEAU

-

21, RUE JEAN MERMOZ - 7500 1
TEL. 225.06.05 - 256.32.7




MARCUS

May 24, 1983

MR. PAUL RIFKIN
674 ROUTE 6A
EAST SANDWICH, MA. 02537

DEAR PAUL:

| have never seen any manifestation or evidence
of a supreme being. Therefore, | must admit
that | am an agnostic without fixed convictions
that there is or is not a God.

This letter is a personal communication and is
not sent with any permission to publish its
contents.

Sincergly,

Stanley Margus

SM:wli

STANLEY MARCUS/CONSULTANT
Post OFFICE Box 188, DALLAS, TEXAS 75221, PHONE (214) 922-0022




Dear Paul Rifkin.... ..

+sssssal am sure you will find many
wonderful answers about GOD in your
survey.....l cannot recall any
particular time that GOD made his
presence known to me as he has heen
with me all my life.....from the time
as a child and throughout all of my

7 S5 - WO there is, however, a special
time that I know he was beside me
every moment and that was when I was
in a terrible accident last year......
.-».I was very, very ill and he never
left me all during my illness.....
and.....he is STILL with me at all
Cimes . neis s o

Ko,

M'y-—-*



August 29, 1983

Dear Paul,
Thanks for your letter.

In answer to your question, YES
INDEED, I BELIEVE IN GOD: It

is my guiding light, my strength
from day to day in everything I
do. I have been a Christian since
a very young boy. I was raised by
Christian parents in a Christian
home, for which I feel most fortunate.
There is no doubt in my mind that
all things that have happened in
life were a result of my beliefs.



SUITE 171
SUNSET/VINE TOWER
6290 SUNSET BLvVD
HOLLY WODOD
CALIFORNIA S0028
PHONE 2131 462-1846

CABLE ADDORESS
JONROMAT-LOS ANGELES

JOHNNY MATHIS

April 5, 1983

Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

674 Rt. 6A

East Sandwich, MA 02537

Dear Paul,

Thank you for your letter. Yes Paul, I do
believe in God. I have ever since I learned
to walk. My Mother and Father helped me to
realize that there is a Heavenly Father, and
He is very important to me.

Thanks for your interest and best of luck with

your report.

Cordially,

(0 eau&/ZQaﬁﬁﬁ?i

Johnny Mathis

JRM/ms




January 6, 1977

Dear Paul:

Yes, I do believe in God.
I first started believing in God
when my son Charlie was born. He
is a very good boy and a very decent
person. I hope you will be the same.

Best wishes,

g
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ROLLO MAY, LTD.

98 SUGARLOAF DRIVE
TIBURON, CALIFORNIA 94920
415 435-3926

October 14, 1880

Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

674 RT BA

E. Sandwich, MA 02537

Dear Paul:

In answer to your question, I do believe

in God but it is not a God most people

would recognize. God to me is the ground

of meaning and being. He makes his presence
known through everything about us and

within us.

Best regards.

Sin ely,

Rollo May
RM/so

P.S. ©God should not be referred to as he.
It certainly is as suitable to refer to him
as she or it. Personal pronouns are not
applicable in that area.



San Francisco Chronicle

CHARLES McCABE

4/12

Dear Paul Rifkin,

Thanks very much for your note,
Jtis a tough question that you
ask, For openers, let's just say
I believe in belief, T'lleed a
column to explain it all,

A1l the best,

N,

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 94119 (415) 777-1111



141 rue de Rennes
Paris 75006

november 25, 1980

Dear Paul Ritkin:

I don"t believe in God.

Sincerely,

4, 1L

Mary McCarthy

A3 &j//;“m"; -/;""441
5,/4;-(’4 éna(:.., fﬂ
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PAUL N. McCLOSKEY, Jr. 205 CANNON BUILDING

121 DisTRICT, CALIFORNIA Wum;on. D.C. 20515
2) 225-5411
covermmentoremaTiens - Congress of the Enited States s an
MERCHANT NARINE IBouse of Repregentatives R

wﬁ,‘hiﬁm. noto 20515

November 16, 1976

Mr. Paul Rifkin
L4212 25th Street
San Francisco, California 9411k

Dear Mr. Rifkin:

I'm not exactly sure who God is.
I more or less follow the philosophy of
Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. I commend to
you the book, "The Mind and Faith of
Justice Holmes" written by Max Larner.

Best regards,

Paul N. McCloskey, Jr.

PliMcC:ss

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS
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HERMAN E. TALMADGE, GA., CHAIRMAN
JAMES O, EASTLAND, MISS. ROBERT DOLE, KANS.
GEORGE MC GOVERN, S, DAK, MILTON R. YOUNG, N. DAK.
JAMES B. ALLEN, ALA, CARL T. CURTIS, NEBR.

HUBERT H. HUMPHREY, MINN, HENRY BELLMON, OKLA, mt .

WALTER D. HUDDLESTON, KY. JESSE HELMS, N.i h 3*-“{0 % {
sacrea jeos s e nife s ~oenale
RICHARD B. STONE, FLA.

PATRICK J. LEAHY, VT, COMMITTEE ON

MICHAEL R, MC LEOD AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY

GENERAL COUNSEL AND STAFF DIRECTOR WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

October 18, 1976

Dear Paul:
Thank you for your letter of October 12th.

Yes, Paul, I am a devout believer in God. I am also a frequent

reader of the Bible which, for all my Tife, has been my greatest

source of inspiration. As you may know, I am the son of a Methodist
minister, so my religious training came early and intensively. I

also studied for the ministry myself and in fact had my own congregation
for a while before going into teaching--and from there, of course, into
politics.

Thanks for writing to me, Paul, and I would be interested in seeing

the results of your survey if you would be kind enough to send them
to me when you have completed your research.

With every good wish, I ai

Sincerely,

eorge WcGovern

Paul Rifkin
4212 25th Street
San Francisco, CA 94114
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(919) 693.7393

October 21, 1980

Paul Rifkin

674 Rt. 6A

East Sandwich, MA 02537
Dear Mr. Rifkin:

Thank you so very much for your recent letter, postmarked
October 8, 1980.

Please advise your 5th Grade Class-as follows:
1. Yes, I am a Christian,
2. I believe in God.

3: Godhasnadehimelfhmtoneinmany, many ways.,
Everything I own, I owe to God.

With very kind regards, I am
Yours very truly,
=\

Q‘_{/ }AD(ZZQ (E’j lf’..{i(a?_x_\d
Floyd B, Mi:ﬁ\.;j;l , Sr,

—

FEM,Sr:dkp




April 7, 1983

Paul Riffin

Grade 5

674 Rte. 6A

E. Sandwich, Mass. 02537

Dear Paul,

Thank you for your nice note. 1In reply to your question
as to whether or not I believe in God... I think it
would be very difficult to believe in one's self without
acknowledging a supreme being or a higher order.

I feel God is manifested in the facel of the young and
the very old. Proof of God is in the good things people
do for each other. But it is not just in people - how
can one pass a tree, see an animal or even look skyward
without knowing that God is in the neighborhood some-
where.

Good luck on your report.

My&ef&t to you,
—

Rod McKuen
RM/cp

P.S. Enclosed is my book An Out Streched Hand which
explains my views on God even further.

Rod McKuen
P.0. Box G
Beverly Hills, CA 90213



Tonight Show

NBC Television Network Division 3000 West Alameda Avenue
National Broadcasting Company, Inc Burbank, CA91523 213-840-4444

October 26, 1980

Paul Rifkin
674 Rt. 6 A
E. Sandwich, MA 02537

Dear Paul:
Hope my answer to your letter for a class report is
not too late. Your letter came to my office while

I was away and I have just returned.

Yes, I do believe in God. God made his presence known
to me during the Korean War. My best friend and I took
turns flying. We both went on a leave together and when
we returned I went out on the first hop, my buddy took
the second hop. When I went to relieve him I found he
had been killed. I knew then God was watching over me.

Hope the above answers your questions adequately for
your report.

Thank you for your interest.

1y,

Ed McMahon

ELM: pm
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MARGARET MEAD
15 WEST 77TH STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10024

January 24, 1977

Mr. Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

k212 25th St.

San Francisco, Calif., 9411k

Dear Mr, Rifkin,

This note will acknowledge with thanks
your correspondence of December 2, 1976
which I am sorry to have to return to you.
At present I have neither the time, the staff
nor the space to cope properly with all the
letters I receive. Unfortunately, form letters
such as this seem to be the only way to deal
with the situation.
Sincerely yours,
"?71~3r5177”“*_*4/

Margaret Mead



September 8, 1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

674 Rt. 6A

East Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537

Dear Paul:

Of course I believe in God. I don't know how anyone could
get through 1ife without a firm belief and faith in the goodness
of God. There is no problem that we encounter on this earth too
big for God to solve for us if we turn our difficulties over to
Him in prayer. We also must always remember to thank God everyday
for all our blessings. We can pray to Him at any hour of the day.
We don't have to wait until we are going to bed at night to talk to
Him, and the more you pray, the closer you will feel His presence.
If I have a problem, anytime I ask God for guidance, the answer
always comes, and it is always right.

We seem to work hard at everything we do, such as in your case,
going to school, doing your homework and playing in sports, but we
never give the same amount of time to God.

If you make God part of your life as the best friend you will ever
have in this world, you will have a fruitful, successful life.

With every good wish to you always.

Sincerely,

MW
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Javne Meadows

October 13, 1980

Dear Mr. Rifkin,

Here are the answers to the quesStions that
you asked Ms. Meadows.

Do you believe in God?
Yes- definitely!

Please discribe how God has made His Presence
known to you.

Every day in every way--from the morning
sun to the trees & flowers, wind and rain,
animals, relatives, family, employees,
work, food, rest, stars & moon--all are
gifts from God-- including our health,
talents, birth, death, joys, and sorrows-
all are ordained by God-

Love, Jayne.
I am sending this because I thought you
might like a typewriten version of what she
wrote. But, I am also enclosing what she
actually wrote to you.
Sincerely,

el

Ella Clark



Javne Meadows

Twenty-Ninth
November
1498 3

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, MA 02537

Dear Mr. Rifkin:

The following is a slightly revised version of the
statement sent to you some time ago:

It appears to me that God makes his
presence known in the world of nature that
lies all about us, from the morning sun to
the stars and moon, from the trees and
flowers, the wind, life-giving rain, the
animal creatures of the earth, family,
relatives, friends and fellow workers,
from the food and drink the earth provides
—— they all seem to me to be gifts from
the creator, including the gifts of health,

talent, the joys -- even the sorrow of life,
and the final one -- are, I feel, ordained
by God.

Also, I experienced a few years ago
a dramatic healing that may have had
miraculous aspects. In any event, I am
grateful to God for life itself.

Love,

Jayne Meadows Allen

JMA:jla



AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR AND CONGRESS OF INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATIONS

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

GEORGE MEANY LANE KIRKLAND
PRESIDENT SECHRETARY-TREASURER 815 SIXTEENTH STREET. N‘W.

PAUL HALL 1. W. ABEL HUNTER P. WHARTON WASHINGTON. D.C. 20006
PAUL JENNINGS, WAK GREENBERG JOHN 1. LYONS
A. F. GROSPIR A W GUI C. L. DENNI
PETER BOMMARITO THOMAS W, GLEASON FREDERICK O'NEAL (202) 837-5000
FLOYD E. SMITH JERRY WURF S, FRANK RAFTERY
IAMES T. HOUSEWRIGHT GEORGE HARDY AL H. CHESSE|
MARTIN 1. WARD WILLIAM SIDELL MURRAY H. FINLEY
JOSEPH P. TONELLI ALBERT SHANKER SOL STET
€. L, DELLUMS FRANCIS S. FILBEY GLENN E. WATTS
SOL G, CHAIKIN HAL C. DAVIS EDWARD T. HANLEY
CLYDE M, WEBBER ANGELO FOSCO CHARLES H. PILLARD

November 2, 1976

Mr., Paul Rifkin
4212 25th Street
San Francisco, California 94114
Dear Mr. Rifkin:
Thank you for jour letter of October 12th.

In answer to your question, Do you believe in
God? My answer is: I most certainly do.

I am most appreciative of your interest and will
be happy to enclose an autographed picture.

With all good wishes, I am

incerely,

3 ///2' pZ /zy

Predident



Dear Paul Rifkin,

Strange

as it may seem, I believe God makes his/her

presence knownto me in everything, even in nothing.

In the most

terrible and in the most wonderful moments,

that presence emanates. And if it's all in my head

(or in a place imagined to be the soul which may be God

imagining me) that Presence light's up my brain's

dark ridges
And what is
this circle

(or what is

to reflect itself back onto the world.
seen or known is returned within and
of within and without is constant. God

named the energy connecting us to everything

and even nothing) surrounds us from within and without.

I've always pondered the words "believe" and "know."

Sometimes 1

find belief gets in the way of knowing.

I hope this has been helpful.

Siﬁcerely,

David Meltzer.
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MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL PLAYERS ASSOCIATION

MARVIN J. MILLER, Execurive DIRECTOR 1370 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS
DoNALD M. FEHR, Geveran CouNsen NEW YOREK, N. Y. 10019
PETER ROSE, Associate CounNseLn (212) 581-8484

*115

October 15, 1980

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Rt. 6A
E. Sandwich, Ma. 02537

Dear Paul:

I have received your letter asking about my belief in God.
Although this may seem to be a simple question, it is really quite
complex. It calls for a response of many pages, but I will try to
be brief.

If yow question relates to whether there is one, all-powerful
being who oversees and controls the entire universe, my answer is
I do not know. If, however, your question is whether I believe in
the concept of "good" and"goodness" as an idea which can and should
serve as a motivating force governing the behavior and thoughts of
all of us, I would answer ‘'yes'.

Sincerely, ¢

Marvin J. Miller
MJIM/for



SHEA & GouLD
(MIRABELLI & GOULD)
1627 K STREET, N. W.

WILLIAM A.SHEA WasHINGTON,D.C. 20008 330 MADISON AVENUE
MARIO V. MIRABELLI NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10017
JUDSON A. GOULD (212) &861-3200
WILLIAM A, NELSON® {202 B833-9880 TELEX: 428978
"RESIDENT PARTNERS CABLE: HOLMANG

CABLE: MIRGO

WILBUR D.MILLS
OF COUNSEL EUROPEAN OFFICE
47 BERKELEY SQUARE
LONDON WiX SDB
01-493- 8513
TELEX: 269488

October 16, 1980

Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
E. Sandwich, MA 62537
Dear Paul:
Thank you for your letter. Yes, I do believe
in God. I believe He makes His presence known to all

of us - all the time - if we just take the time to look.
Too often, however, we're just too busy to see Him.

With kind regards,

Wilbur™p. Mills

1p



Wfﬁs'
12 MUSIC CIRCLE SO. ® NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37203 @

August 3, 1983

Paul Rifkin
674 Route GA
East Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537

Dear Paul,

Please for give the delay in getting back with you, but,

I don't always get the chance to answer my mail as often

as I would like during these touring months. But, I always
enjoy hearing from my friends.

In answer to your question for your fifth grade project..
yes, I believe in God. When I was growing up in the rural
parts of Western North Carolina, my Grandparents used to
take me to revival meetings and 'foot-washings' at a little
church known as the Primitive Baptist. I sometimes sang
for the people and felt from them a mixture of love and
pity. Today as I perform, I feel the love and electricity
from my audiences, and the passage of scripture comes to
mind, 'love one another as Christ loved His church and gave
Himself for it.' This is how God makes His presence known
to me, as I love and it's given back to me. And, I'm very
thankful He gave me a talent so I could give it back to my
brothers and let them know how I feel about them.

Write anytime you have a question, and have a great rest of
the summer!

Best regards,

RONNIE MILSAF



SIDLEY & AUSTIN

ONE FIRST NATIONAL PLAZA WASHINGTON OFFICE

1730 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, N. W.
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS BGOGO3 Wansrton Bt EoaoaG
TELEPHONE 202: 872 -1730
TELEX B9-463

TELEPHONE 312: 329-5400

CAaBLE: NOBRWIL- TELEX 25-4364

Founded in 1866 as
Williams & Thompson

November 18, 1976

Mr. Paul Rifkin
4212 25th Street
San Francisco, California 94114

Dear Paul:
Thanks for your letter of November 11.
Yes, I do believe in God. I am not sure I know how God made

his presence known to me. I think it is a result of my religious training

and background and growing up in a home which observed Judaism and the
Jewish religion.

Good luck in your survey.

All best to you,

N T D))

Newton N. Minow

NNM/kjk



LAW OFFICES OF
MARVIN M. MITCHELSON
1801 CENTURY PARK EAST, SUITE 1200

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 80087
(213) 277-5545

WILLIAM J. GLUCKSMAN
JANIS C. BROWN

OF COUNSE “ L
- CABLE "MARVELO

STEPHEN R. LANDAU TELEX 194-377

OF COUNSEL

HAROLD RHODEN April 20, 1983

Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

674 Rt. 6A

East Sandwich, Mass. 02537

Dear Paul:
Thank you for your recent letter.

With regard to your 5th Grade class report, my
answer to your question is "YES, I BELIEVE IN GOD," even
more since, recently, I was involved in a bad traffic acci-
dent and my life was saved. I think this is God's way of
telling me that he wants me to be here longer so that I may
help people.

I hope this helps you with your report.

Sincerely,

LAW OFFICES OF
MARVIN M. MITCHELSON

By

MARVIN M. MITCHELSON

MMM: jc

i/ -=h



EDMUND 5. MUSKIE, MAINE, CHAIRMAN

WARREN G. MAGNUSON, WASH. HENRY BELLMON, OKLA.
FRANK E. MOSS, UTAH ROBERT DOLE, KANS.
WALTER F. MONDALE, MINN. J. GLENN BEALL, JR., MD.
ERNEST F. HOLLINGS, §.C. JAMES L. BUCKLEY, N.Y.

ALAN CRANSTON, CALIF. JAMES A. MC CLURE, IDAHO

LAWTON CHILES, FLA. PETE V. DOMERNICI, N. MEX. * i
SAMES BGUNEZK, 5 DA, Wlnifed Dlates Denate
JOSEPH R. BIDEN, JR,, DEL.
EOM RAREY, G COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET
DOUGLAS J. BENNET, JR., STAFF DIRECTCOR
JOHN T. MC EVOY, CHIEF COUNSEL WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510
ROBERT 5. BOYD, MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR

November 15, 1976

Paul Rifkin
4212 25th St.
San Francisco, Cal. 94114

Dear Paul:

Thank you for your recent letter,

As you know, my father was a Methodist minister.
Religion played a big part in my upbringing. I think
it has strongly influenced my adult life.

I am glad that you took the time to contact me
and hope that you will do so in the future.

With warm regards,

Sincerely,

W ol [ DonSoke

Walter F. Mondale
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Tad Mosel
400 East 57th Street
New York, New York 10022

12 October 1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin

674 Route 6A

East Sandwich, Massachusetts
02537

Dear Paul,

I am terribly sorry that your wonderful letter of
last May was mislaid and has only now surfaced out of the
chaos that I call my desk. I know it is too late for me
to participate in your fifth grade class report, but I
am writing to you personally, anyway, because your question
is of great importance.

I was born a Presbyterian in Steubenville, Ohio, in
1922. From the beginning I was told that God existed, a
fact which I never challenged but which I accepted as a
bit of history - George Washington, Abraham Lincoln and God
all existed in about equal parts.

I know now that He was making His presence known to
me all along, but I did not actually let Him make His
presence known - that is I did not stop to see it and feel
it - until thirteen years ago when I was forty-eight years
old. At that age I experienced the kind of bottomless
despair in which you do not want to face another day, and
when my spiritual fortunes reversed themselves I knew, after
the fact, that it was God's work. It was a spiritual awakening,
but not a flag-waving one, a day-to-day one that I have to
work at; and as long as I work at it and do not forget the
despair from which I have risen, I feel God's presence every
minute of the day. Only when I forget, do I slip back into
the old disheartened ways of thinking.

It is not really hard to find God, but it is sometimes
very hard to hang onto Him - but oh, it is worth it!

Thank you for writing to me and giving me reason to
put all this on paper. I don't think I have said it very
well, because I am speaking of intangibles; but whatever I
have said comes from the heart.



Members of the Board

Richard Ravitch
Chairman

Triborou gh If}aw(eln?esn. Bail?ly
aniel T. Scanne
= Tun n el Vice Chairmen
Brldge-and Carol Bellamy
Authorlty Stephen Berger

David W. Brown
k10035 Phone 212360-3050 Loy Lo
' 1 one - erbert J. Libert
Randall’s Island New York, New Yor 5 John F. McAlevey
Ronay Menschel
William J, Sheridan
Constantine Sidamon-Eristoff

Robert F. Wagner, Jr.
October 20, 1980 Robert T. Waldbauer

Executive Director
John D. Simpson

Robert Moses
Consultant

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Rt. 6A
E. Sandwich, Mass, 02537
Dear Paul:

Thanks for your interesting letter,
I have,however, no direct communication with
the Creator and never would make such an
extravagant claim,

Cordially,
Sy >

Robert Moses



Stirling Moss Limited

SM/SP 28th April, 1983.
Master Paul Rifkin,

Grade 5,

674 RT 6A.,

East Sandwich,

Mass 02537,
UeSeas

Dear Paul,

Thanks very much for your letter asking about my belief
in God.

Yes, I do believe in God but I cannot explain all the reasons
in a few moments or on paper.

Life is complex and the world around us, its' beginning,
continuance and end are all beyond my understanding, but
I do feel that the Maker has to exist.

Yours sincerely,

Stirling Moss

46 SHEPHERD CTREET 1| ARMALl tiets m oa- .



stewart rawlings mott

800 park avenue

Mﬁ“ new york 10021
(212) 421-2155
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CBS
NEWS

A Division of CBS Inc

524 Wes! 57 Strest

New York, New York 10019
(212) 975-4321

Paul Rifkin
Grade 5

6Tk Rt. 6A
Fast Sandwich
Mass. 02537

Dear Paul:

T do believe in God because T have found no way to disbelieve,
all of my efforts to the contrary notwithstanding. But the
revelation of this truth has been in so personal a way that
neither words nor reason are adequate to express it. God only
knows the manner of its being, and T accept it as the ultimate
mystery of my journey here.

Sincerely,

%-&hﬂ
Bill Mbyers
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KEMPIS

ORRISDALE ROAD
BALLASALLA Feast Day of
St John of
St Facundus

(12th June 1983)

ISLE OF MAN

CASTLETOWN 2440

Dear Paul Rifkin,

You write asking Do I believe in God?

My dear chap, I think you must be a bit

soft in the head to even ask a question

like that. You might as well ask a whale
does it believe in water, or a swallow

in air. Who are we to believe or disbelieve?
Anybody who only believes in God must have
something missing. If you don't feel our
most dear and loving Creator in every breath
you breathe, every step you take, every
thought that crosses your mind, all I can
say is, God help you.

We have each one of us a tiny speck of God
within us, and our true purpose on earth
is to keep that alive.

So stop asking daft questions.

Yours sincerely,

ét@?@w%w %
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SOCIAL
SCIENCE
INSTITUTE

HARBORSIDE, MAINE

October 18, 1980

Dear Paul :

Thank you for your defimitiom of God as "the
energy that commects us all", That is an umusual

and interesting definition.

I accept this definition, with a slight change.
Omit "usff, making it read : '"the emergy that

comnects all",

I suggest this because your definitiom as it atands
seems to refer to humeam beings omly. Taking out
"us" makes it easier to include amimals, flowers,
rocks, trees and cther aspects of mature that are
part of the All,

Using that as my definition, yes, I believe in the
universe as it is, im all its aspects, I alse
believe that the universe changes a bit each hour
and each day, so there is an ever-changing All,

This makes possible an eben shorter definitiom of
our word God : "God Is". This wordimg makes God

and Being mean essentially the same thing.

Hopimg you will comtimue with your imvestigatioms,

Y urs truly,

Se 0 ;



San Francisco State University

1600 HOLLOWAY AVENUE ® SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94132

SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES

June &6, 1983
Dear Paul:
Yes, I do believe in God.

God made His presence known to me only after I began to
learn how to look for Him, When I learned, I saw that
He had been there all the time.

I've had to work very hard to learn how to see Him, and
even then I see only a little bit of Him,

The most important part of this learning was to want

to see Himy, when everybody else is persuaded either that
He's not there or that He's somewhere where He really
isn't. And this makes me very tired of looking. But I
found that I only see Him when I go on locking after

I get tired.

You have chosen a good project, not only for summer
school, but for your whole life,

Singerely yours,

S

acob Needleman

g

2
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Jack Nicklaus

November 21, 1980

Mr, Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

674 RT 6GA

E. Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537

Dear Paul:
Thank you for your letter.

I am honored that you have included me in the
survey for your class report concerning belief in
God. Yes, I do believe in God. He has make his
presence known to me in the way I try to live my
life, especially in raising my family in a proper
way.

Thanks again for writing and good luck with
your project.

T—

rely,

s (eraes

1208 U S. Hwy. #1, North Palm Beach, Florida 33408



PauL H. NiTzE

3120 Woodley Rd., NW
Washington, DC 20008

April 12, 1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, MA 02537

Dear Mr. Rifkin:

I do believe in God. I see no other way to explain
the immense energy, power, diversity and beauty in the
wmiverse or the richness of life.

God has not made his presence known to me in any
personal way, only through my observation of nature and

humanity.

Sincerely,

ol H.



LOUIS NIZER
CHARLES BALL

DINSMORE ADAMS
LEOMARD S. BAUM

GEORGE BERG
ALBERT H. BLU
MARTIN F. BRE

DAVID CLURMAN

RICHARD S.CO

ANGELO T. COMETA
GEORGE R. FEARON
MORTON FREILICHER
ROBERT W FREIMAN
PERRY S. GALLER

JAY F. GORDON
STANLEY D. HALPERIN
ROBERT HORAN
THOMAS G. JACKSON
HERBERT KAHN

JAMNET P. RANE

MITCHELL K. AARON

ROGER ARAR

EUGENE N. AXELROD

MARSHA N. BIR
RICHARD P. BO
GEOFFREY F. B

DAVID L. BRESSMARN
ROSEMARY CARROLL
MARK CHAMLIN

PATRICIA FERR

ALAN M. FREEMAN

WALTER D. GOL!

KENNETH S. GOODWIN
MARGARET G. GRAF

ELEANOR GRO

DAVID E. JACOBY
GEOFFREY McC. JOHNSON
ROCHELLE BERGMAN KING

ALAN MAMNSFIE

ANDREW R. MILSTEIN

MICHAEL N. OB

PHiLLIPS, NIZER, BENJUAMIN, KRIM 8 BALLON

NEIL C. KLEINHANDLER
ON EUGENE M. KLINE
PALL MARTINSON
GERALD MEYER
ER JULIA PERLES
SEYMOUR M. PEYSER
GERALD F. PHILLIPS
NEIL A, POLLIO
WILLIAM F, REILLY
SHEILA GINSBERG RIESEL
IRA B. ROSE
MYROMN SALAND
ROBERT R. SALMAN
PAUL SAWYER
MICHAEL J. SILVERBERG
MARC L. SILVERMAN
ELLIOTT J. SOLOMON
MARTIN STEIN
ANDREW J. TUNICK
MARTIN B. WASSER

MENTHAL
CHER

LLINS

RUTH D. RAISFELD
ARTHUR D. RHEINGOLD
DEBRA A . ROTH

JUDITH 5. ROTH
BERNARD ROTHMAN
LOUIS A, SCARCELLA
TIBERIO SCHWARTZ
JULES F SIMON
JEFFREY B. SKLAROFF
AR GARY J. STRAUSS
JOYCE 5. SWERDLIN
WILLIAM A TANENBAUM
PAUL C. TANG
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Sz DAVID M. WARREN
ROBERT B. WEINTRAUB
AARON WEITZ
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ROBERT J WEST, JR.
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Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

674 Rt. 6A

E. Sandwich, Mass.

My dear Paul:

Since no rational
and exhilerated by the wonders of
the most tiny insect, and now the
is impossible to be an atheist.

to reject the notion of an individual "person®.

02537

40 WEST 57T STREET
NEW YORK,N.Y. IO0 1|12

(212) ©77-9700

person can
the world,

revelation

ARTHUR B. KRIM
LOUIS J. LEFKOWITZ
ALFRED DONATI, JR

OF COUNSEL

LOUIS PHILLIPS
(1925-1959)

ROBERT S. BENJAMIN
(1mzs-1978)

DOMESTIC TELEX
126127

WUl TELEX
sE68412

TELECOPIER
B41-0556

CABLE ADDRESS
PHILLNIZER

September 27, 1983

fail to be mystified
from human beings to

of cosmic realty, it

However, it is not impossible

That is why so

many resort to the explanation of "nature" and other unidentified

creative forces.

However, all of this is too large for a simple

inguiry.

Think it through yourself.

My warm regards,

Sianre '

Solddle

Louis Ni



: Whitewater,
Howth Summit,
DUBLIN.

May 5. 1983,

Master Paul Rifkin,
Grade 5.
67Y RT 6A
East Sandwich,
Mass 02537
U- S. A—.
Dear Paul,
The answer to your first question is
yes. The answer to your second is contained

in an article of which I enclose a copy.

S
Yours' zﬁ 4

Conor Cruise O'Brien
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LOS ANGELES DODGERS, INC.

1000 ELYSIAN PARK AVENUE
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 80012
PETER O'MALLEY (213) 224-1314

October 16, 1980

Mr, Paul Rifkin

674 Rt 6A

E. Sandwich, MA. 02537.

Dear Paul:

My father, Mr, Walter O'Malley, passed away last year,
However, you will be glad to know that he definitely believed
in God and in his own private way prayed through his Church.
I hope this is helpful.

Best wishes,

Sincerely,

| e

em
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Charlie Jones (714)4£52-7771

Merlin Olsen

C-M PRODUCTIOINS

8032 Calle del Ciele, Iua Jeolla, California 2037
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1225 North Chester Avenue, Bakersfield, California 93308 / Phone Area Code 805-393-1011

October 24, 1980

Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

674 Rt. 6A

E. Sandwich, MA 02537

Dear Paul:

Thank you very much for wanting to include me in your survey for
your class report. I am flattered.

Yes, Paul, I do believe in God. You want to know how he makes his
presence known to me? I know, when I look in the sky and see the
birds and the clouds. I know, when I look at the trees and the
flowers. And most of all, I know, when I see the smiles on happy
faces.

Thank you for the opportunity to share this with you.

Sincgrel

/tab



ARNOLD PALMER ENTERPRISES

® POST OFFICE BOX FIFTY-TWO
® YOUNGSTOWN, PENNA. 15626
® AREA CODE 4l2 537-775]

ARNOLD PALMER
PRESIDENT

January 10, 1977

Paul Rifkin
4212 25th Street
San Francisco, California

94114
Dear Paul:
Sorry for taking so long to write back to you.
I have been in Florida for the past three
months and just had an opportunity to see your
letter.

In response to your question, it seems like I
have always felt God's presence in my life.

I hope this is satisfactory and that your survey
is successful.

Best wishes to you and your family.

Sipsgerely,

Arnold Palmer

AP:k1d

DiviISION OF THE NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY



Joseph Papp Producer

NEW YORK SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL

October 14, 1980

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, MA 02537

Dear Paul:

When I was your age, God was to be found in the
synagogue, a small storefront shul in Brooklyn. He was
everywhere: in my father's "talis" (prayer shawl), in
his tefilin (philactories) that appeared on my father's
arm and forehead every morning, in the cracked voice of the
neighborhood cantor who was a glazier by trade, in the
chanting of the small, poor devoted congregation, but most
of all I saw God in the arc which housed the precious
Torahs, the scrolls covered with soft velvet material and
decorated in "gold thread" with the great lion of Judah.
When these huge scrolls were lifted high into the air,

I held my breath. "If a Torah is dropped," my father would
say, "it would be a tragedy of immense proportions. We would
have to fast for forty days and nights to compensate." In

the torahs, to me, lay the secrets of the universe. Here
God's breath permeates the elegant Hebrew letters covering
the strong parchment. But God's presence was everywhere

in my life, especially on the Sabbath eve and during the
high holy days. When the ram's horn (Shofar) was sounded
at the close of Yom Kippur (day of atonement), it was God's
voice I heard forgiving us all for our sins. Today I still
find God in shul and in the memory of my parents, plain and
simple Jewish folk who gave me an everlasting gift of
cultural continuity.

Paul, I hope these words will help you in your report
and perhaps in your life.

incerel

v

JP/tc
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P. O. BOX 336
NEW PALTZ, N. Y. 12561

July 23, 1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

674 Route 6A

East Sandwich, MA 02537

Dear Paul:

1 am writing in response to your recent letter about "How God Made His
Presence Known To You.", and you can use the following:

First, let me say that I consider myself very lucky and at the same time
very different from most people. That is, I was able to choose my religion and
as a teenager I was baptised. The experience of mot simply practicing a religion
I was born into makes me appreciate being a Catholic all that much more. No matter
what religion one believes in...it is especially rewarding when one truély loves
what they choose to believe.

As regards how God made his presence known to me I must say that I developed
an "awareness" at the same time that I ch© se my religion. The time came when I
started to realize what death actually meant. As a child, it looked like something
in a cowboy movie or a deep sleep. But as I grew older I became aware that it is
much different. I could not and will not believe that we simply begin and end.
Love is a unique phenomena. It makes those that feel it and those that give it
realize that laws and rules do not define good and bad, right or wrong. The feelings
of love make ome "aware" of the feelings of good and bad. That phenomena has always
touched me and guided me and convinces me that it's much too powerful, enduring and
complicated to grow from flesh and bones...which do and will die. Everytime I think
about death and everytime I feel love...I thank God.

Si rEIy’

FP/adp



SECRETARIAT OF STATE

FROM THE vaTican, November 12, 1976

Dear Paul,

I have been asked by the Holy Father to
thank you for your kind letter and to convey his

blessing.

His Holiness will remember you in his

prayers.

Sincerely yours,

Msgr. ;%Azz;pa

Assessor

Paul Rifkin
4212 25th Street
San Francisco, California 94114

Enclosure




NBC News A Division of Thirty Rockefeller Plaza
National Broadcasting Company, Inc. New York, N.Y. 10020 212-664-2621

Jane Pauley
TODAY

October 23, 1980

Paul Rifkin
674 Rt 6A
E. Sandwich, MA 02537

Dear Paul,

Thank you for including me on your list

of famous people worthy of your respect.
Your question is certainly direct - and
simple. But the answer is much too complex
to attempt to put in a casual letter. Yes,
I do believe in God. But how and why - I'1l1l
keep between Him (or Her?) and me.

Sincerely,

JP:as



LINUS PAULING INSTITUTE of SCIENCE and MEDICINE
2700 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park, California 94025
Telephone: (415) 854-0843

22 October 1980

Mr. Paul Rifkin

674 Rt. 6A

E. Sandwich, MA 02537
Dear Mr. Rifkin:

In answer to your letter, I must tell you that
I do not believe in God.

Sincerely,
, ) 1
Q—.:\NA

LP:dm






FOUNDATION FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING

PAWLING, NEW YORK 12564

NORMAN VINCENT PEALE
Editor

December 27, 1976

Paul Rifkin
4212 25th St.
San Francisco, CA 94114
Dear Paul,

Thank you for your letter.

In answer to your question, God made His presence
known to me when I made the decision to love Him,
follow Him and do His will.

He has become nearer with every passing day.

Cordially yours,

Dedicated to the Advancement of Christianity as a Practical Way of Life



% Drew Pearson

\- WIDE RECEIVER - 6.0 - 183 - TULSA




EMI STUDIOS
BOREHAMWOOD
HERTFORDSHIRE

December 14th 1976

Mr. Paul Rifkin
4212 25th Street
San Francisco, 94114

Dear Paul:
In answer to your letter of October 30th:

One morning in Sausalito when the fog broke, and I was not hungover,
and one night in Malibu when I recognised what the speed of light

podly/ SNy

SAM PECKINPAH
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CLAUDE PEPPER

18TH DISTRICT, FLORIDA

CHAIRMAN
COMMITTEE ON RULES

SELECT COMMITTEE ON AGING

CHAIRMAN
SUBCOMMITTEE ON HEALTH
AND LONG-TERM CARE

Congress of the Wnited States

Aouse of Representatioes
Washington, B.C. 20515

April 8, 1983

FRANCES H. CAMPBELL
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
2239 RAYBURN, HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D.C. 206156
202-225-3931

DISTRICT OFFICE:
ROOM 804 FEDERAL BUILDING
MIAMI, FLORIDA 33130
305-350-5565

DONALD R. PETIT
DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE

MARIA SOMEILLAN
LATIN REPRESENTATIVE

Dear Paul:

Your letter of recent date came to me and I am
pleased to have it. Thank you for telling me about your
fifth grade class report for which you are makina a survey
of famous people.

In answer to your question, yes I do believe in God.
I was brought up in a good Baptist home where I was
taught to believe in God and to attend church regularly.
God makes his presence known to me every day as I look
at the beauty and wonders of nature all around me and as
I enjoy the love and companionship of my family and friends.

Thank you for including me in your survey, Paul, and
very best wishes to you in your class report.

Claude Pepper,
Member of Copgrgss

Mr. Paul Rifkin

674 Route 6A

East Sandwich, Massachusetts
02537



ABRAHAM RIBICOFF, CONN., CHAIRMAN

HENRY M. JACKSON, WASH. CHARLES H. PERCY, ILL.
THOMAS F. EAGLETON, MO. JACOB K. JAVITS, N.Y.

LAWTON CHILES, FLA. WILLIAM V. ROTH, JR., DEL.
SAM NUNN, GA. TED STEVENS, ALASKA

JOHN GLENN, OHIO CHARLES MC C. MATHIAS, JR., MD,
JiM SASSER, TENN. JOHN C. DANFORTH, MO.

I S iy e it w S M Vlnifed Diates Denale

RICHARD A. WEGMAN
CHIEF COUNSEL AND STAFF DIRECTOR COMMITTEE ON

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

October 23, 1980

Mr. Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

674 Route 6A

E. Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537

Dear Paul:

Thank you for your letter including me in your survey of famous
people that you respect.

To answer your question, yes, I do believe in God. I hope this
information helps you in completing your report.

Sincerely,

arles H. Percy
United States Senator

CHP:ah



June 2, 1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6-A
East Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537

Dear Paul:

I certainly believe in God as who else would make the world

as it is.
Best wishes and have a good summer.
*  Sincerely,

’_) “yge.

"Digger'" Phelps
Head Basketball Coach

ATHLETIC AND CONVOCATION CENTER « NOTRE DAME, INDIANA 46556 « HEAD COACH 219-239-5222, ASSISTANTS 239-5357



April 20, 1983
Deap— =
Paul Rifkin: =
Thank you for_your interest in my work. However,
the question you ask is of a highly personal nature

and a matter of private conscience.

Yours, 1

7
1 / ’/ "' : T~
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THE PARIS REVIEW

541 East 72nd Street
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021
UN. 1 - 0016

Desar Paul —--

I am puzzled by God. . . this in reply to your
letter, He has not mds his Presence lnown to me in
any way that makes me think Ah-Ha! God's there! I
wish He would, I cften wonder why His Kingdom is seo
often eruel, If you find out the answer, be sure to

writes me,

Very best wishes,



Commentary

165 East 56 Street
New York, New York 10022
PlLaza 1-4000

Norman Podhoretz, Editor

November 11, 1980

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Rt. 6A
E. Sandwich, Ma. 02537

Dear Paul:
Yes, I do believe in God, and He
has made His presence known to
me through life itself and my
experience of it.

Yours,

) — /;v/
Norman Podhoretz

NP :hd



ELIOT PORTER

ROUTE 4 BOX 33 SANTA FE NEW MEXICO 87501 505 983-6010

29 May 1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

674 Route 6A

East Sandwich, MA 02537

Dear Mr. Rifkin,

During the eightyone years of my
life God has never made his existence known
to me.

Sincerely,

e [
Sl 2 |
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NATHAN PRITIKIN
627 LILAC DRIVE
SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 93108

Paul Rifkin
674 Rt. 6-A
East Sandwich, MA 02537

April 18, 1983
Dear Paul,

When I was a boy, I believed in God and continued my
belief until I was 13 years old, when I was in my first year in
high school and was introduced to the theory of evolution.

Seeing the evidence as to how man has evolved from fish-like
creatures and earlier from a single cell impressed me. But what
convinced me was the growth of a human from a single cell to
full development. During one stage of this development, the
fetus has gills just like a fish. In a more advanced state, the
fetus has a tail like a monkey.

One can trace the entire evolution of man from the single
cell, through the fish and mammals, and finally to man, by study-
ing the development of a human child before it is born.

Once I understood this, I no longer required the explanation
of a supernatural being to explain the origin of life.

There are many mysteries that remain. But if you believe in

a god, you need to ask who made god, and who made the being that

made god? Believe only what can be observed or proven.

ottan. (i

Nathan Pritikin

With all good wishes,



WILLIAM PROXMIRE
WISCONSIN

AVlnifed Hiafes Denafe

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

October 28, 1980

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Rt. 6A
E. Sandwich, MA 02537

Dear Paul:
Thanks so much for your recent letter.

Religion is very important indeed to me. I do think it
is a wholly personal matter and one that is hard to communicate.

Warmest regards.

Sincerely,

William Proxmire, U.S%S/
WP:gm
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	Lance, Bert
	Lantz, Walter(unsigned)
	Lartigue, J.H.
	Lasorda, Tom
	Laxalt, Paul
	Lear, Norman
	Lee, Brenda
	LeGuin, Ursula
	Leigh, Janet
	Lennon, Sisters #1
	Lennon, Sisters #2
	Leonard, George
	Leopold, His Majesty King(secretarial)
	Lessing, Doris
	Lester, Julius
	Lester, Richard
	Levenson, Sam
	Levi-Strauss, Claude
	Lewis, Anthony
	Linkletter, Art
	Linowitz, Sol
	Liquori, Marty
	Long, Russell
	Louise, Tina #1
	Louise, Tina #2
	Louise, Tina #3
	Louise, Tina #4 
	Luce, Henry
	MacKenzie, Gisele #1
	MacKenzie, Gisele #2
	MacLaine, Shirley
	MacNeil, Robert
	Malden, Karl
	Malick, Terry
	Manchester, William
	Manley, Michael
	Marceau, Marcel
	Marcus, Stanley
	Martin, Mary
	Martindale, Wink #1
	Mathis, Johny
	Matthau, Walter
	Matthiessen, Peter
	May, Rollo
	McCabe,Charles
	McCarthy, Mary
	McCloskey, Paul
	McDowall, Roddy
	McGovern, George #1
	McGrory, Mary
	McGuire, Dorothy #1
	McKissick, Floyd
	McKuen, Rod
	McMahon, Ed
	McMurtry, Larry
	McNamara, Robert
	Mead, Margaret
	Meadows, Audrey(secretarial)
	Meadows, Jayne #1
	Meadows, Jayne #2
	Meadows, Jayne #3
	Meany, George
	Meltzer, David
	Michaels, Lorne
	Miller, Marvin
	Mills, Wilbur
	Milsap, Ronnie
	Minow, Newton
	Mitchelson, Marvin
	Mondale, Walter
	Montoya, Carlos #1
	Montoya, Carlos #2
	Moore, Dudley
	Mosel, Tad
	Moses, Robert
	Moss, Stirling
	Mott, Stewart
	Moyers, Bill
	Mudd, Roger
	Murdoch, Iris
	Naughton, Bill
	Nearing, Scott #1
	Nearing, Scott #2
	Nearing, Scott #3
	Needleman, Jacob
	Neff, Hildegarde #1
	Neff, Hildegarde #2
	Newhart, Bob
	Newmar, Julie #1
	Nicklaus, Jack
	Nitze, Paul
	Nizer, Louis
	O'Brien, Conor Cruise
	O'Malley, Peter
	O'Shea, Milo
	Olsen, Merlin
	Owens, Buck
	Palmer, Arnold
	Papp, Joseph
	Parsons, Estelle
	Paterno, Joe
	Patterson, Floyd
	Paul, Pope(secretarial)
	Pauley, Jane
	Pauling, Linus
	Paxton, Tom
	Peale, Norman Vincent
	Pearson, Drew
	Peckinpah, Sam
	Penn, Irving
	Pepper, Claude
	Percy, Charles(autopen)
	Phelps, Digger
	Piercy, Marge
	Plimpton, George
	Podhoretz, Norman
	Porter, Eliot
	Pride, Charlie
	Pritikin, Nathan
	Proxmire, William
	Quaid, Randy

