CBS
NEWS

A Divisian of CBS Inc
S24W 57 Street

New York, New York 10018
(212) 975-4321

Dear Paul,

Please forgive the delay in answering your
letter. I have been away on vacation, followed
by hospitalization and recuperation for an
appendectomy. I do hope my answer is not too
late for your report.

Yes, I do indeed believe in God. He made his
presence known to me from my very earliest days

of understanding, through attending Sunday School,
joining the church, and on a day-to-day basis in
the general observation of nature and its wonders --
the birth of a baby, the change of seasons, the
migration of birds, the precision of the sunrise
and sunset, the wonders of the heavens and the
deep-rooted belief that all of these marvels were
the work of His creation. His presence has also
been manifested to me many times in the answering
of prayer.

Good luck with your report, and please let me know
how you made out on it.

Sincerely,

A

Douglas Edwards

Master Paul Rifkin

674 Rt. 6A

East Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537

March 10, 1983



RAILIPH EHIDWAIRIDS
1717 NORTH HIGHLAND AVENUE

HOLLYWQOD, CALIFORNIA 20028

March 7, 1983

Master Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6-A
East Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537

Dear Paul:

Sure, I believe in God. I have ever since I was
five years old and my mother and I were driving
through one of those outrageous hail storms in a
buggy pulled by a chestnut mare. The hail finally
got so intense, the mare raised up on its hind
legs, and I thought she was coming right back
over on us. My mother said, "Don't worry son;

God will take care of us."

Holding onto the reins with one hand, and reaching
for the buggy whip with the other, she brought that
whip down over that mare's back so hard the mare
straightened out and never stopped running with us
until we reached our homestead.

I wondered for awhile if God were associated with
a buggy whip, but I certainly knew from then on,
there had to be a God.

Sincerely, )
ey

i)

Ralph Edwards




HOOVER INSTITUTION
ON WAR, REVOLUTION AND PEACE

Stanford, California 94305

Mr. Paul Rifkin
4212 25th Street
San Francisco, CA 94114

Dear Paul:

Thank you for your letter of November 8.

I would like to answer your letter, but
since the School District of San Francisco
does not know you, has absolutely no record
of a 5th grade student named Paul Rifkin,
are you sure that you are doing a class
report for the 5th grade? Or, perhaps, do
you go to a different, private school?

If so, please advise us, and tell us a little
more about the nature of your report, who
assigned it to you, and also what you believe.
Dr. Teller is out of his office today, so

I have answered your first letter for him.
But, please do fill us in on more information
about yourself so that we may be of help

to you. I want to praise you on your very
nice handwriting, I resort to typing, because
at 30, my handwriting isn't half as good as
yours at only 10 years.

Sincerely,

Susan Cassell
Assistant to Dr. Teller
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MILTON S. EISENHOWER

4545 NORTH CHARLES STREET
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21210

PRESIDENT EMERITUS
THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY

April 19, 1983

Dear Paul Rifkin:

I am a lifelong active Christian, an
Episcopalian. So of course I believe in God.
He has not been "revealed" to me, and I have
never known anyone, even my fundamentalist
parents, who actually had God revealed. My
faith is based upon a complete understanding
of both the 01d and New Testaments, and con-
stant study not only of the Bible but of
helpful books about the Bible.

I accept much on faith, not on revela-

tion.
Sincerely, Qi
.-‘-.,‘7‘_" /"’ ' .

)

-7 ..
i l/":,{/..-f“r/

Mr. Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

674 Rt. BA

East Sandwich, Mass. 02537
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Institute for Advanced Study in Rational Psychotherapy
45 East 65th Street. New York N.Y 10021 (212) LEhigh 5-0822
30 March 1977

Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

333 W, Frances Willard
Chico, CAlif, 95926

Dear Paul:

In answer to your questlon, Do I believe in God? The answer is certainly
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"% Erhand Seminars Training ‘

NovemBer 24, 1976 ‘

PauL RIFKIN y
4212 25TH STREET |
SaN Francisco, CA 94114

DEar PauL,

THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER AND FOR WRITING TO ME |
DIRECTLY WITH YOUR QUESTION. g

THE ANSWER TO YOUR QUESTION IS THAT I DON'T BE- l
LIEVE IN GoD AND I DON'T NOT BELIEVE IN GoD. IN THE f
est TRAINING WE TALK ABOUT "EXPERIENCING,” WHICH IS |
DIFFERENT THAN “BELIEVING.” 1 DO HAVE AN EXPERIENCE |
OF WHAT MOST PEOPLE CALL GOD AND WHAT est CALLS THE I
EXPERIENCE OF SELF,

THE ANSWER TO YOUR SECOND QUESTION IS THAT WHAT
[ KNOW, AND WHAT BECOMES KNOWN TO ME, IS A FUNCTION OF I
MY EXPERIENCE. BEST OF LUCK WITH YOUR REPORT. %

WARM REGARDS,

Woerecer
" WERNER ERHARD |

765 California Street » San Francisco. California 94108 = (415) 391-9011




CLIFTON FADIMAN 4668 VIA ROBLADA SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 93110

8 March 1977

Dear Paul:

The only way I can answer your letter is by saying
that I think this is 8 very poor subject for your teacher
to assign to a Fifth grader. If you wish, you may show
her this letter.

Jincerely,
&& é‘f‘». :gd&dww

Clifton Fadiman



M*A*S*H

August 17, 1983
Dear Paul,

Thank you for your letter. As my assistant indicated
in a note that she sent along with the letter, it is
not the simplest of requests that you make.

The first answer is short. The answer is yes - I
believe in God. I should add to that that I have
cane to that belief after a great journey around and
in and out of many different places and feelings on
the subject, many different philosophies, and a lot
of soul-searching (if you'll pardon the pun).

The second question requires a bit more of an extensive
answer. God did not make "his" presence known to me.

I say that because I don't think of God as a "him".

God has made "its" presence known to me at many times
and in many situations during my life, and in not all
of those situations in my life was I aware that that
was what was happening. The death of a thirteen year
old boy required me to see the difference between the
living, breathing boy/man who was a friend of mine and
the lifeless heap in the road. That experience required
for me to come to same reckoning with the spark of life
that I now think of as the spirit.

Having now spent a considerable amount of time trying
to open myself up to the notion of a spirit, or as
they put it, very aptly I think, in the Star Wars
movies, "the Force", I see evidence of it everywhere.

MTICE FARRELL



So, in that sense, God makes "its" presence known to
me every day in the colors I see, in the sounds I hear,
in the shining eyes and the voices and the tears of my
children, in the fears and the hopes and the dreams

of my friends, in the life that surrounds me and the
joy that I experience, and in the sorrow, too.

I hope that what I've had to say on this subject has
been of some help to you, I admire you for asking
this particular question and I hope you'll look
beyond the pat answers that people will want you

to accept about reasons to believe or not believe

in God and search out answers that will work for
you in your life.

Be well and happy.

MITICE FARRELL




AAAAAAAAAAAAA

OOOOOOOOOOOOOO

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 5Z~.-If-77

| %mzxf//% I e
M‘“% v Ww M’%%W%ﬁ/,
Tl gt e 40 P d Gy
ol W O i Y7 e




UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME

Football Office

GERRY FAUST
Head Football Coach

J.M.J.

June 8, 1983

Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537

Dear Paul:

In answer to your question, "Do you believe in God?"
yes, I do. God is present everywhere you look--in
the people you deal with, in the beautiful trees and
flowers and plants, in the whole universe.

T don't feel that I could live without God. Even though
I've hit some tough times, He has always helped me out of
adversity. I always thank God for what He has given me

and don't dwell on what I don't have. I really feel that

if you're thankful for what you have and never worry about
what you don't have, you'll always be a happy person in life.
God has been exceptionally good to me in my life, and every
day I try to thank Him for what He has done for me.

T hope that all goes well for you. May God bless you always.

Yours in Notre Dame,

ks

ATHLETIC AND CONVOCATION CENTER « P.O. BOX 518, NOTRE DAME, IN 46556
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NATIONAL BASEBALL HALL OF FAME & MUSEUM
Cooperstown, New York




CHICAGO SUN-TIMES / 401 NORTH waBASH [cHIcAco.ILLINOIS eosll / CHICAGO DAILY NEWS

MARSHALL FIELD Mareh 9, 1977

PUBLISHER

Dear Paul:
Thank you for your note ---

You asked me if I believed in God and I am
afraid the answer is no. I do think there
is some extra power none of us can explain
and if you choose, you can call that God
but I am not sure it is a God in the way
we are taught to think about it.

Sincerely, ﬂ? /¢//.
/ ~C A £, Ut

{t

—

Paul Rifkin

333 West Frances Willard
Chieco, California

95926

THE NEWSPAPER DIVISION OF FIELD ENTERPRISES, INC.



JN\/[BS b FIXX

September 29, 1980

Dear Paul,

I think you've undertaken an interesting research
projects Yes, I believe in God. The God I believe in is
not, however, the specific God of the Catholic Church or
any such organized religious body., Rather, I believe that
built into the universe are certain principles that we
should not violate. For example, I think it terribly
important to tell the truth because truth seems to me of
great value, I would rather suffer a little bit for telling
the truth today than suffer a lot, as I think I ultimately
would, for telling a lie,

God, in this sense, has made his presence known to
me by demonstrating, time and again, that good results when
we follow our deepest instincts.

Yours sincerely,

%W\ Toxx

37 CRESCENT ROAD, RIVERSIDE, CONNECTICUT 06878 « 203-637-2912



FROM THE DESK OF
RHONDA FLEMING

August 18th, 1983

Dear Paul:

I do hope this does not arrive too late
for your project.

Thank you for your nice letter, and I am
so glad you asked me these questions.
Yes, I do believe in God and in His Son,
Jesus Christ. I believe the founding
fathers of our country knew the wisdom
of putting God in charge of our

country and each of us need to put Him
in charge of our lives - every aspect

of it.

God has been a very real and personal friend
to me. He has richly blessed my life

from the time I was 18 years old and turned
to Him for help. He was there, and I'll
never forget it.

I do hope and pray that you, too, believe

in God, and I'd love to know how many people
answered your project letters and what

they said.

Good luck and God Bless.
e

7(»//%%/4 / 7 P




THE WHITE HOUSE

January 3, 1977

Dean Paul,

Thank you gfor wiiting and informing me of your school
phofeckt.

I am deeply Zouched that you chose me as one whom you
hespect, and you can be sure that T am grateful for
your griendship.

1 do indeed believe in God and His presence 4{s made
known to me daily. 1 know Him 4in all that 45 good 4in
Life, 4in the beauty of the earth, and Love from my
family and friends.

1 hope this information 4is useful to you, and 1 send
owr family's wishes to you for a happy healthy and
prosperous New Year.

Sincenely,
Mr. Paul RLfRAin

4212 25th Strneet
San Francisco, California 94114



Dear Sir;

I got your letter. And the answer to your question is,
yes. In March 1977, after my last boxing match on returning
to the dressing room I lost my life yes, DIED,I in a moment
time, I was in a deep dark empty place, For years there had
been talks about God buf r;al.belief, But without hope in,
such a sad dark place,l said, I do not care if this is death
I stell believe in Godi.When Ispoke dose words there was on
ce again life in my body. So happy to be alive screamed T
Am dying for God.

Then with out control I started reciting the Bible
how Jesus had died on the cross and was stell alive to
day. I even saw on my head, feet and hands the blood where

he was wounded,

I retied from boxing. To day I preach.

Truely yours

George Foreman







BOB FOSSE
850 SEVENTH AVENUE
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10019

(212) 245.9048

Paul Rifkin
4212 25th Street
San Francisco, California 94114

November 2, 1976
Dear Paul:

You're asking me an extremely difficult question -- one that I

find nearly impossible to answer. I have a friend, a lyricist,
who also writes poems on occasion. He once wrote the following
(I'm not sure I'm quoting this accurately, but this is the sub-

stance) .
ok MGHT
"Try as hard as I maya I cannot find it within me

to believe in God. My only hope is that he believes
in me."
This somewhat describes my own feeling.

Sincerely,

2/‘?#:—:_/

Bob Fosse

BFivs



English Department
Rutgers University
Newark, New Jersey 07102

Paul Rifkin
¥212 - 25th Street
San Francisco, CA 94114

Dear Paul Rifkin,

Throughout history people
have believed in many different gods
and called them by many different
names. My own belief is in the power
of people to develop ourselves into
a society of respect for one another
right here on this earth. Slowly but
surely human beings will wipe out
injustice and poverty and there will
be equal opportunity for each indi-
vidual to develop his or her capa-
bilities to the fullest extent. That
way after a certain point each genera-
tion will advance beyond the previous
generation. People will live in har-
mony with each other and with the
universe, understanding more and
more of life as time goes by. In
short, there will be paradise on
earth.

Thank you for your letter.

I deeply appreciate your interest
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So many deeds cry out to be done,
And always urgently;

The world rolls on,

Time presses.

Ten thousand years arve too long,
Seize the day, seize the bour!

The Four Seas are rising,
clouds and waters raging,
The Five Continents are rocking,
wind and thunder roaring.
Away with all pests!
Our force is irresistible.

i —from a poem b
and wish you good luck with your ; w% f:_hm T-*'f-ru . y
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survexy. Sincerely, . 7 /
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qg@%mwzg%ndmg%?%%%
767 Third Auenve
News Dosk, Neww Posk 10017

March 14, 1983.

Mr. Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

674 Rt. 6A

East Sandwich, Mass. 02537

Dear Paul:

Thank you for your kind note and for your
very astute question.

Yes, I do believe in God and feel that His
presence is everywhere. I believe that
everyting we do, act or say is with the
knowledge of God.

I hope my answer is as you expected it to
be.

Sincerely,

wdf; 1l WILLIAM DENIS FUGAZY
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Tae GarLrupr PoLL
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC OPINION

DR. GEORGE GALLUP

CHAIRMAN 53 BANK STREET
GEORGE GALLUP, JR. PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540

PRESIDENT 609 924-9600
THOMAS REINKEN

EDITOR

November 15, 1976

Mr. Paul Rifkin
4212 25th Street
San Francisco, Ca. 94114

Dear Paul:

I was pleased to receive your letter. Your project
is a very interesting one and I wish you luck.

To answer your question:

Yes, I believe strongly in God--a personal God whom
we can reach in prayer. God's work is evident to me in
nature, in the changing seasons, in life and death, the
miracle of birth, and in love toward others. I believe
that anyone can have a close relationship with God through
prayer, sacrifice and an intense inner life.

I hope these remarks are helpful to you in your pro-
ject. With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

e o \u

George Llup, Jt.
GG:sg W

P.S. You might be interested to know that I have a child
who is in fifth grade, also. Her name is Kiki.



Che Farm
P.0. Box 156

Summercown, Cennessee
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Bear Paul
1 hope 1 haven't hung you up
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Linda Revnolds

President
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GAMMA SERVICES CORPORATION

My dear Paul,

In response to your letter: My feelings of ignorance
and insignificance on the subject you've inguired about
are truly enormous. I am not an atheist but sometimes
I feel very much of an agnostic. That is, I feel there
is so much I just do not know., Still, I'do believe in
a Creator or Prime Mover or Prime Force -- which is to
say that I do, indeed, believe in God.,

I cannot, however, tell you that God has ever made His
presence known to me, Such revelations seem to be for
saints == and I am far from that, But that something
greater than man must exist is evident to me from the
almost totally accepted "Big Bang" theory (intellectual
response) to the biloomingcof a flower in Spring (emo-
tional response).

I have given you my notions. How about telling me what
you think?

Sincerely,

Gavin

Los Angeles
29 September 1980



Flat 2

22 Park Crescent
London W1N 3FPD
Nov. 18, 1976

Dear Mr. Rifkin:

Your letter of November 8 has been forwarded to me in England,
where I am spending the year. Please forgive, therefore, the
delay in my reply.

The simple answer to your question is: No, I do not believe in
God. I know of no evidence to support such a belief. It is,
of course, impossible to account for the origin of the world
without God, but, in the same way, it is impossible to account
for God. Thus, an appeal to the problem of origins solves
nothing.

In the end, of course, God must be taken on faith. And faith
cannot be commanded, ordered, willed, or deduced. You have it,
whatever it may be worth, or you do not. I do not.

I should, however, like to know more about your wuestion. Why
you have chosen to ask it. What it means to you. Perhaps you
will be kind enough to write me again some time about these
matters.

Sincerely,

~
LAY ﬂ i —

Eugene D. Genovese
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12th Edition, 1976 position in the art world.

MANTON, JOCK (ARCHIMEDES ARISTIDES GIACOMANTONIO)
Sculptor, Art Administrator
Preferred Media: Bronze, Marble,
b Jersey City, N J, Jan 17, 06. - '
Study & Training: Leonardo da Vinei Art Sch, New York, N}{.:/Roya,lk-RL-. GToLC
Acad Fine Arts, Rome, Italy; also with Onorio Ruutolo & Vin-
.cenzo Gemito, '
Work in Public Collections; Truman (sculpture), Truman Libr, In-
dependence, Mo; Vincenzo Gemito (sculpture), Galleria di Arte
Moderna, Rome, Italy; Grandma (sculpture), Royal Palace, Rome;
Mediterranean Flower (sculpture), Mus Capitoleum, Rome.
Commissions: Spanish American War Soldier (sculpture), Union
City, 42; Eisenhower (sculpture), West Point Mil Acad, N Y, 45;
Wounded Soldier (sculpture), Lincoln H S, J ersey City, 46; Chris-
topher Columbus (sculpture), Hoboken Citizens, Columbus Park,
48; Christopher Columbus (sculpture), J ersey City Columbus
Mall, 50.
- Exhibitions: Montclair Art Mus, 38; Metrop Mus Art, New York,
N Y, 43; Nat Acad Design; Allied Artists Am ; Nat Sculpture Soc.
Positions: Trustee, Mus Jersey City, N J; reviewer arts, Am Broad-
casting Co, 51-71; exec dir, Sussex Co Arts Coun, Inc, 71-
Awards: Maynard prize, Nat Acad Design; first prize for sculpture,
Montclair Mus; first prize for bust of Beethoven, Radio Sta
WEAF, 26. , :
Bibliography: Truman poses for Giacomantonio (film), produced on
ABC-TV.
Memberships: Nat Sculpture Soc; Lotos Club; Allied Artists Am. ¢
Mailing Address: 42 W 67th St, New York, NY 10023. ./, TPRLP 2
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DEAR PAUL: I‘'M FLATTERED BY YOUR

ASKING ME, BUT I HAVE NEVER SEEN ANY

EVIDENCE OF THE EXISTENCE OF A SUPERNATURAL

BEING. THEREFORE, 1 DO NOT BELIEVE IN GOD,
LL BEST,



WVlnited Hiafes Denafte

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

March 23, 1983

Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

674 Route 6A

East Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537

Dear Paul:

Thank you very much for writing to express your interest
in government, and in my role as representative of the people
of Ohio in the United States Senate.

I have always believed that the highest service a person
can give is to his country. For 22 years I served in the
Marine Corps as a combat pilot, test pilot, and astronaut. I
believe that my political service is merely an extension of
that earlier commitment.

In the early 1960's I came to know the late President
Kennedy. Like him, I had always believed that one individual
could make a tremendous difference in the world, and that if
we would all set our goals high, and reach just fingertips
beyond our grasp, there would be no telling what could be
accomplished.

In this light, I still think that if every American
would work to marshal their resources and inspire those
around them, we could create conditions where progress and
growth would flourish to the benefit of us all.

While I have not yet made a final decision about my
political plans, I am obviously considering very seriously
the question of running for President in 1984, and intend to
give the matter continued careful consideration. Any
decision that I might eventually make to run would be based
on my assessment of the problems facing our country, the
solutions I have for those problems, and my belief in the
need to deal with those issues in ways that fit my ideas.

In answer to your question, I do believe in God and am
presently an Elder of the Presbyterian Church. Religious
beliefs have always played a major role in my personal life,
as they have in a larger context in the life of this nation.



Paul Rifkin
Page 2

Thank you again for writing; and remember to pay close
attention to your schoolwork.

Best regards.

Sincerely,

John Glenn

United States Senator
JG/jtm
Enclosure



JOHN GLENN COMMITTEES:

OHIO

FOREIGN RELATIONS
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

Vlnifed Hiafes Denale

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

August 22, 1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Rt. 6A
East Sandwich, Massachusetts 62537

Dear Paul:

Many thanks for your recent letter. I am glad
to hear from you and answer your question.

I have always been a religious man (Presbyterian)
who believes in God. Faith and prayer have always been
inspiring forces in both the public and private aspects
of my life.

As most of us have, I have sought God's guidance
in the past, during times of joy as well as sorrow.
Undoubtedly, I will continue to seek spiritual guidance

from God in the future.
Sincerely,gz

John Glenn
United States Senator

Best regards.

JG/31



ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG

March 7, 1983

Dear Paul:

This is in reply to your letter to
me.

It is easy to say that one believes
in God but very difficult to explain how God
made his presence known to me.

You see, Paul, I do not believe in an
antrhopomorphic God, i.e., a Jehovah with a
long beard.

My belief is similar to that of the
greatest of scientists, Albert Einstein. I,
like he, am of the view that there is a divine
force which is pervasive but which defies
definition.

With all good wishes, I am

Yours most cordially,

sl

Arthur J. Gol berg \

Mr, Paul Rifkin

674, Rt., 6A

East Sandwich, Massachusetts
02537



THE CAROLINA ISRAELITE

THE MOST WIDELY QUOTED PERSONAL JOURNAL IN THE WORLD

HARRY GOLDEN. EDITOR

Deear Pezul:

You went to know whether

BOOKS BY HARRY GOLDEN

Nov. 10,1976

ONLY IN AMERICA

FOR 2¢ PLAIN

ENJOY, ENJOY

CARL SANDBURG

YOU'RE ENTITLE

FORGOTTEN PIONEER

MR. KENNEDY AND THE NEGROES
SO WHAT ELSE IS NEW?

THE SPIRIT OF THE GHETTO

A LITTLE GIRL IS DEAD
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(EAT, EAT, MY CHILD)

THE BEST OF HARRY GOLDEN
THE RIGHT TIME (THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY
OF HARRY GOLDEN)

S0 LONG AS YOU'RE HEALTHY
THE ISRAELIS
GOLDEN BOOK OF JEWISH HUMOR

THE GREATEST JEWISH CITY
IN THE WORLD

TRAVELS THROUGH JEWISH AMERICA
OUR SOUTHERN LANDSMAN
LONG LIVE COLUMBUS

I believe in God, The aznswer is YES and He made His preserr

Known to me by the wonders I see wll wround me and for the

fect thet Esrezel exists, Isrsel is the key to God and I love him

for iv.

Ster fw

Herry Golden

PLEASE REPLY TO BOX 4458, CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 28204 / TELEPHONE 376-3388 — 376-5814




BARRY GOLDWATER
ARIZONA

Vlnifed Hlafes Denale

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

May 19, 1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

G74 Route GA

East Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537

Dear Paul:

Thank you very much for your recent letter.

COMMITTEES:

INTELLIGENCE, CHAIRMAN
ARMED SERVICES

TACTICAL WARFARE, CHAIRMAN

PREPAREDNESS

STRATEGIC AND THEATRE NUCLEAR FORCES
COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND TRANSPORTATION

COMMUNICATIONS, CHAIRMAN

AVIATION

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND SPACE
INDIAN AFFAIRS

In

answer to your question '"Do I believe in God.', I
certainly do. I have always been guided by his
presence and see his work in everything from the
beauty of the sunsets in my own state of Arizona to
the way this country has lived and thrived under

freedom.

Sinc Y,
Barry Go wézr



3570 LAS V€GAS BOULEVARD, SOUTH
LAS V€GAS, N€VADA 27107
AR€A <OD¢ 702 -734-TH0

December 16, 1976

Mr. Paul Ripkin
4212 - 25th Street
San Francisco, Ca. 94114

Lear Paul:

Yes, I do believe in God, I cannot help thinking
that God has shown his presence to me in many ways

due to the fact that I,ve had a good life.

SinGE?ely, 2/
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Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Prisons

Stamps or Stamped Items or
Negotiable Instrument
Returned to Sender

e A\ PRI = = S O SR S A N S50 35 Ty Ty R AT MR, 2 L Ve e S DS R

TO: (Sender - See Return Address)

Pal  REKN
(1w R LA

€ Saeadivich ; MA 0253

FROM: (Institution)
o A«\df(cf()ﬁ
Gor A,

Mderson. WY aueq16

INMATE'S NAME:

Soadra Good

REGISTER NUMBER:

029N~ 11|

DATE:

05-1—%S

(Check one)

Menc]osed with your correspondence staps-orstamped

items that cannot be given to the inmate.

Material Returned

] You enclosed with your correspondence an incorrectly prepared
negotiable instrument.

The correspondence or letter has, however, been provided to the inmate with a copy of this notice. Specifically, the material returned is:

\ %m?d\ Ln\e L'OP{

4 a_dad [ ool

Te(.(wmmmu

(Printed or Typed Name and Written Signature of Mail Dfficer)

DISTRIBUTION:

Original - Addressee (with material)
Copy - Inmate

Copy - File

BP-MAIL-5
Feb 84



MARK GOODSON

GOODSON-
TODMAN
PRODUCTIONS

NEW YORK 375 PARK AVENUE - NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022

October 4, 1980

Paul Rigkin
674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, Maine 02537

Dean Paul,

Much as T would Like to be able to answer
your Letter about my belief in God, 1 am afraid that
my feelings about this are personal, and that T would
not be able to put them down in a Letter.

But 1 do thank you for inquiring.

Sincenely,

JmA ((av"“

Mark Goodson
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THE WASHINGTON POST COMPANY

1150 Fifteenth Street, N. W, Washington, D. C. 20071

KATHARINE GRAHAM
Chairman of the Board

May 9, 1983

Dear Paul,

In answer to your letter —— it seems
to me too personal a question. But the answer
is, not exactly but sort of.

Sincerely,

Paul Rifkin

677 Route BGA

East Sandwich, Massachusetts
02537




STATE OF CONNECTICUT
EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS
HARTFORD

ELLA GRASSO
GOVERMNOR

October 7, 1980

Paul Rifkin
674 Rt. 6A
East Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537

Dear Paul Rifkin:

In reply to your questions, I want you to
know I believe in God and that through prayer
and meditation I have felt God's presence.

Good luck with your report!

With best wishes,

Cordially,

M amo

ELLA G SO
Governor
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CAPPY PRODUCTIONS .

October 14, 1980

Paul Rifkin
67Y Route 6A
East Sandwich, MA 02537

Dear Paul:
Thank you for your letter.

To answer your question, my belief in God stems from an
incident that changed my parents' lives, and in turn, my
life.

My older sister Judith was dying, with no hope of recovery.
The doctors who were treating her gave up hope, and told
my parents that there was nothing more they could do for
her. She was beyond medical help.

My father, who was not a religious man, went to the synagogue
and prayed for Judith's life. He prayed that if God spared
her he would become a devout Jew.

He spent a half-hour in the synagogue, and upon his return
home, he saw smiles on the faces of Judith's doctors. They
greeted my father with the news that something miraculous
had happened in the last half-hour, and that for the first
time in weeks Judith was responding to treatment.

Judith recovered and is alive, happy, and healthy, living
in Florida. From the day of her recovery, the belief in
God has been part of our lives.

B /
I o

/) S~
S St

' 4
Sincerely,

) e =
. Bud GreenSp;;\
BG/das

33 EAST 68TH STREET, NEW YORK. N. Y. 10021 ¢ (212) 249-1800
TELEX 236004
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WAYNE D. GRETZKY

June 20, 1983

Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, Mass.

02537

Dear Paul:

Thank you for considering me in your report for your class. In answer to your
question, yes | do believe in God, and | believe that he makes his presence
felt in different ways. However, to try and describe that presence in my

case is very difficult to do. But He is a force in people's lives.

Hope this helps.

Sincerely yours,

Wayne Gretzky

/jk

7424 - 118th AVENUE, EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5B 4M9
(MERAK INVESTMENTS LTD.)




- »

HAS EVERYTHING ’ YEAR ROUND

October 6, 1980

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Rt. 6A
E. Sandwich, MA (02537

Dear Mr. Rifkin:

I believe in God. God makes himself known to me
when the sun rises in the morning and when the

sun sets at night, the moon, the stars, the water,
the food he gives us to eat, the trees, the flowers,
all of God's creatures that inhabit the earth, and
in the clothing and shelter we are able to provide.

He makes himself known to me by putting me in contact
with my fellow man. What I am saying to you is that
miracles are not what make God but the ordinary every-
day things in life - both good or bad, happy or sad -
in other words, the things that make me believe in
God is just being alive.

Sincerely,

PAUL GROSSINGER
President

PG/ jm

GROSSINGER., NEW YORK 12734 » 914-292-5000




FROM THE DESK OF
RON GUIDRY

March 21, 1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Rt. 6A
East Sandwich, MA 02537

Dear Paul:

Yes I do believe in God. TFor me to say that one way
that God has made his presence known to me is very difficult.
Because God has been in presence in my life throughout my
years. But one instance does come to mind very well. It
relates to my brother Travis. When Travis was born he
suffered brain damage. For over a year he could not utter
a sound. When he first cried, I cried too. I felt that
this was a message from God that I would have to use my
ability to the fullest for both Travis and I. And God
has watched over me and brought me great success in baseball.

Wishing you the best of luck.

Sincerely,

\
; '\-Q
Ron Guidry

RG/bz W\

49



July 22, 1985

Dear Paul,

A long time ago, 'when you were in the fifth grade, you wrote
to me for a summer-school project asking whether I believed in
God. I'm sorry that I misplaced your letter and didn’t answer it
in time, but hope this reaches you anyway.

I don’t participate in any organized religion because I
don’t subscribe to the dogma of any particular church or faith.
Particularly, I have trouble with religions that place
restrictions on women, saying they can’t preach or whatever.

However, I do think that there’s more to the world than what
we experience with our conscious minds; I think that much of it
is mysterious and will never be accessible to logic. Perhaps,
for some people, an organized religion makes it possible to
connect with this mysterious source of power.

If you are in the seventh grade now, you may be thinking
about these things all over again. I hope you will read as much
as you can about the various religions in the world, finding out
what other groups of people have thought and believed, in order
to find the best answer for yourself.

Best wishes,

Clmatluﬂglwééb Eoas
A FEN BT




monty hall

November 17, 1976

Dear Paul,

Thank you for asking me to give my opinion on your
question "Do you believe in God?" - although I am
not quite sure that my answer will be enlightening.

I suppose that when one looks at the universe and
how all the planets are held in some kind of super-
natural control and how even the gift of life is a
miracle; and that when one studies all the elements
of wind, water, fire - then one has to believe that
there is something bigger than all of us mortals who
inhabit this planet, and indeed all planets.

Yet it is so difficult for me sometimes to accept

the fact that there is a benevolent deity when little
children I have known and loved die before they have
even known a full life, when so much havoc is spread
throughout the world by famine, by war, by flood.

To have someone tell us this is God's way is an easy
answer, but not for me. I have wrestled with this
question all my life.

I suppose the answer is for all of us to believe
that there is something of God in each one of us:
the way we conduct our lives, the way we treat our
fellow men., This is as much as I can offer you.
The rest is up to the teachers.

You ask if God has made his presence known to me,

and I am afraid I cannot answer in the affirmative;
but if you ask me if there is something divine about
the birth of a child who grows up in your image, then
I can answer honestly - yes, that I have experienced.

I congratulate you for making this survey; and while
the answers that you receive will differ, I am sure,
it is something for you and your schoolmates to think
about now and for years to come.,

My kind wishes you,

oAl



MARVIN HAMLISCH

Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

674 Rt. 6A

East Sandwich
Massachusetts 02537

Déar Paul:

I certainly do believe in G-d.

However, I do not necessarily think ,that it is important
if He has made His presence known to me,qﬁﬁljust the

opposite-- that is, if I have made my presence known to Him.
Through my deeds and actions in trying to be a good human
being, I believe I make my presence known to Him. And

it is precisely because I feel that way, that I do not have

to seek out G-d, all I have to do is know that He is there,
watching over me. '

el




"Billy James Hasgis Minstries, RO. Bax 977, Tulsa, Ok 74102

March 30, 1983

Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

674 Route GA

East Sandwich, MA 02532

Dear Paul:

Please forgive me for not having answered your welcomed letter
earlier than this. I have been very busy and have gotten
behind, therefore, I am slow in answering you.

You asked me the guestion, "Do you believe in God?" I most
certainly do. I believe in a personal God. I was an orphan.
I never knew my real parents. A wonderful Christian couple in
Texas by the name of Jimmy and Lucille Hargis, gave me a home
and gave me a name. When I was 21 years of age, I legally
became their adoptive son. They were so good to me -- no real
mother or father could have been nicer than my mother and dad.
They went to church every Sunday. Although they didn't have
the benefit of a formal education, they were experienced in
life and were very smart people. My dad was a truck driver and
a farmer and my mother was a housewife. They read the Bible
every night before retiring. We prayed before every meal and
went to church on Sunday morning and Sunday night.

I was ordained to the ministry when I was 17 years old. I have
been in the ministry 40 years.

When I was a youngster attending elementary school I was aware

of the presence of God. I remember how I would hum and sing the
words of "Jesus is all the World to Me" during exam time. I

felt that if I could be a minister it would be the greatest thing
that I could do -- the highest calling that a man could ever have.
I wanted to be a minister so much and I was so thankful that my
church felt that I was ready for it at age 17.

God has made His presence known to me by supernatural acts. I
mean that too. I know that God answers prayer because there is
seldom a week in my life that some prayer hasn't been answered.
It couldn't be just an amazing happening. I know that God has
answered my prayers. Because of my crusade against Communism
and frequent trips that I have made to troubled spots of the
world -- even behind the Iron Curtain -- I have had several
close sha@®€s, but I was always supernaturally cared for by God.
I believe in God because of supernatural events that I have
experienced and could have only been referred to as answered



Paul Rifkin
March 30, 1983
Page 2

prayer.

God has revealed Himself to me through answered prayer. He has
revealed Himself to me through the love of a mother and dad and
the love of a wonderful wife and four children. He revealed
Himself to me by giving me the idea for a unique ministry --
one-of-a-kind that no one else had a similar "for Christ and
against Communism" ministry when I started Christian Crusade.

There is an overriding belief in my life that Christ is coming
back. I have never doubted the existence of God. Even when I
did wrong and was punished for it and when things went wrong
for me, I accepted it as the will of God.

God bless you, Paul, and best wishes.

I am
Yours in Christ, ’ i
‘ =
— ”Y/jv /{j{uﬂ x D
Biilf JaJes ﬁargis U
BJH:bj

encl.




August 11,1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 RT B6A
East Sandwich, Mass 02537

Dear Paul:

Thank you for your nice letter regarding your project for
school. I don't have any idea of how other people would react to
your question but there would be no doubt in my mind. You can bet
your boots that I believe in God. There is no question in my mind there
is a supreme being looking out for all os us.My experiences in the
war ( World War II ) gave me many examples of God's presence. First
off, I was lost in a jungle in French Guiana. Our plane ran into a
terrlbel tropical storm and we went down. 6 days later, after balllng
out of the plane, I managed to find a native village. Then later in
the war, I was shot down in a dog-fight in China. This time it took
me 32 days to find my way back to my base. I was badly burned but the
good Lord watched over me and guided me back.

So you see Paul, I feel very strongly about God. I feel every
person on earth would be a lot better off if they believed in God
and had faith in his guidance.

Sincerely,

MOMW
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O Sacromento Office
State Copitol
Socramento, CA 95814
(916 445.1674

O District Office
1337 Santa Monica Mall
Suite'313
Sonta Monica, CA 70401
(2131 393-2717

Assembly
California Legislature

Committees
Vice Chair, Revenuve
& Taxation
Economic Development
& New Technologies
Consumer Protection
& Toxic Materials
Education

TOM HAYDEN

Member, California State Assembly
44th District

July 20, 1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537

Dear Paul,

Very few of us can know if God exists, but we can

believe -- and I do -- that there is a creative force
that is larger than all of us.

I was born and raised a Catholic, but in whatever way

we think of God, it is a reminder that we are more

than individuals, that there is a common bond of humanity
that unifies us, and that we are responsible for one
another.

That is a faith that can fulfill and sustain one over
the years, a faith that can keep us going and search-
ing, and makes life worth living.

Thanks for taking the time to write. Best wishes on
your search for faith and fulfillment.

Regards,

TOM HAYDEN

TH:svt
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HeEAR'ST NEWSPAPERS

ARER ISRy PAPERE " Lo The - AMERICAG - mggPLE

959 EiIGHTH AVE. New York, N.Y. 10019

S A November 5, 1976 (B12| 262- 0508
L

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Paul Rifkin
4212 25th Street
San Francisco, California 94114

Dear Paul:
I do indeed believe in God!

While he has never made his presence "known"
to me -- as you put it -- that is through any audible
message or dream or appearance, I believe in Him
because of what I have read of the life of Jesus
Christ and His utterances as quoted in the Scriptures.

I think it was Voltaire, the famous Frenchman
of letters and philosopher, who is credited with
observing that "If God did not exist, man would find
it necessary to invent Him."

What Voltaire meant by this cryptic remark
was that throughout recorded time man has needed
something to worship -- some Supreme Being to believe
in. Some people worship the sun, others the moon,
others gold images of animals, while others have
deified people who actually lived.

I'll give you one more quote which you can
think about and which may help explain the existence
of God. It was a phrase I heard constantly (author
unknown) during World War II, and it went like this:
"There are no atheists in foxholes." This means, in
case it's a little obscure to a young person, that
when you were under intense shellfire you had to burrow
into the ground like an animal to give your body as



much protection as possible, that little ditch was
known as a foxhole. And when you had to do that and
you were scared to death, chances are you prayed to
God for your life; thus you were not an atheist.

Hope I made some constructive contribution
to your philosophy of life,

Sincerely,

éf W.R. Hearst, b o=



XVIE

UNIVERSITY

Cincinnati, OH 45207
HENRY J. HEIMLICH. M.D. 513/531-1053
Professor of Advanced Clinical Sciences

April 5, 1983

Master Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, MA 02537

Dear Paul:

Yes, I do believe in God. My belief may be different frem yours, and
different from someone's in China, Russia, India, or Egypt. My God
does not look like a man with a flowing beard, who is always white.
To me, God is a thought within our brain that we communicate to each
other and through which we make choices as to how we shall live with
one another. Should the leaders of the United States and the Soviet
Union continue to make decisions to increase nuclear arms, then our
choice will be to destroy all the people and their minds, and God will
no longer be with us. I hope that you and all other children will
convince your parents to make the governments stop fighting, just as
they keep you and your friends from fighting. Life is a wonderful
thing. Do not let the older people take it from you.

Sincerely,






John Hersey Re K D
Box 1607, Vineyard Haven, Massachusetts 02568

October 8, 1980.

Dear Paul Rifkin:

You've put a very hard question. I was
brought up the son of missionaries, in China,
and when I was small I think I was stifled by
too much formal religion; I have been skeptical
of sectarian religion ever since. I think I am
an agnostic, though I have a powerful sense of
the mystery of the universe. When did it
start? The scientists say there was a "big
bang," but they can't say what happened before
the big bang! And I am constantly astonished,
and deeply moved, by the wonderful complexity
of the natural world--so many intricate forms
of 1life, so much that is both beautiful and
awesome. I don't believe in an intelligence
behind all this; it seems to me just to have
happened in some unaccountable way. Whatever
the way, I am very glad to be a small part of
it all, to be alive!

Sincerely,

Jotee, Lerney



Walter g . Hickel BOX 1700

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99510
907.276-7400

May 18, 1983

Paul Rifkin

674 Rt 6A

East Sandwich, MA 02537
Dear Paul:

Thank you for your letter.

I am glad to know you are studying about God in
school--in most places that is limited to Sunday
School.

I believe God is in the mind. For as long as I
can remember in my mind I have felt his power.
None of us can accomplish anything without Him.

I would hate to even imagine what life would be
like without Him.

Hopefully you believe in Him too.

Sipcerely,

Walter J. ckel



November 20, 1980

SaSiguaINg =D

Paul Ritkin
674 Rt. 6A.
E. Sanwich, Ma. 02537

Dear Paul:

In answer to your questions:

Yes I believe in GOD, but I don't remember how he made
his presence known to me because I can't ever remember
GOD not being there.

In regard to your request, I have enclosed an auto-
graphed photo, as a token of my appreciation for your
interest.

Thank you,

—~

(el

Al Hirt
Al Hirt Enterprises, Inc.

Enclosure



ERNEST F. HOLLINGS COMMITTEES:

SOUTH CAROLINA BUDGET : RANKING DEMOCRAT
APFROFPRIATIONS
SREICRSs STATE, JusTICE, COMMERCE, AND
1835 ASSEMBLY STREET w t Oi b $£ { ,-% { THE JUDICIARY: RANKING DEMOCRAT
CoLuMBIA, SouTH CAROLINA 22201 nt B & e.ﬁ ena c DEFENSE
Laeor, HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,
765-5731 .
i 115 SENATE OFFICE BUILDING EbucaTioN
310 ERRERAS Suitpia WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT
SPARTANBURG, SOUTH CAROLINA 29301 LEGISLATIVE
803-585-3702 202-224-6121
COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
242 FepeErAL BulLDING TRANSPORTATION
GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 29603 June 9 3 1983 COMMUNICATIONS: RANKING DEMOCRAT
B803-233-5366 SURFACE TRANSPORTATION

SciENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND SPACE
DEMOCRATIC POLICY COMMITTEE

112 CusTtoM House
200 EasT Bay STREET

CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29401 OFFICE OF TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT

B803-724-4525
NATIONAL OCEAN POLICY STUDY

233 FEDERAL BUILDING
FLORENCE, SouTH CAROLINA 29503
803-662-8135

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537

Dear Mr. Rifkin:

Thank you for your letter of May 20. I do, indeed, believe in
God and am a member of the Lutheran Church. T cannot look back and
describe any one time when God made his presence known to me. I was
brought up in the Lutheran Church and have believed since I was a youngster
in a supreme being. I also believe it is important for our country to
emphasize the ideals and values which built this nation. Although we have
no state religion, we were founded as a religious state and my strong
hope is that the spiritual values which helped take America to greatness
will forever endure.

With kindest regards, I am

cerply,

Ernesf F. Hollings

EFH/mcc
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CHINA REBUILDING FEDERATION, INC.

P. O. BOX 5014
LONG ISLAND CITY, NEW YORK, 11105
U. S. A.

Nov, 16, 1976
Dear Mr. wifkin:

I am glad to hear that you are going to make rcport for
a 5th grade class. Yes, 1 believe in God. God made iHis presence
known to me in many ways:

(1) Whenever 1 pray He answers my prayer.

\2) During the world war 11 every city under my jurisdiction
was air-raided and my head-quarters was destroyed. nut
., survived the horrible raid thank to God's protection.

(3) un July 21, 1956, I saw a vision in Hongkong. what
happened then was as the following:

On July 21, 19%6, at 6:30 rM) I went up the roof of my a art-
mentand stood in silence for meditation and prayed thus: "I be- Mibhl

seech Thee have mercy upon the Chinese people who are suffering
under the vommunist tyranny. As Thy servant is deeply concern-
ed about the future of China, I need Thy guidance. Would Thou
grant me a vision transforming the cloud into a human figure, if
Thy servant could return to China and help the Chinese regain
their freedom in the years to come as Thou hinted to me through
the pible the other day? . ."

As soon as 1 opened my eyes looking westward at the sky 1
saw a huge human figure in a sitting pose and attired in classi-
cal robe. After a while ancther figure appeared wearing peasant
garment in a sitting pose. too. He had a smiling face and held

a baby in his arms.

Such whnderful experience as this seems of course utterly
ineredible to those who are either atheistr or agnostics. liore-
over,the following poem of mine, which is included in the book
iljew voices In American Poetry 1976%, may be interesting to you.

god 1s Living

———

Lomnipotent God isn't dead but eternally living,
unly those who believe in Him are able to see nim.
gmnipresent God isn't afar off on Him we lean,
unly those who follow Him Dbecome worthy beings,
Omniscient God forgives us enriches our feekling,
Let's notv indulge in taking but be bent on 5¢vingib

Let me hear from you again regarding your own religious
experiences.
pipcerely

p~———

Ching-yu &éu (frof. ret.)




27 March 1983

Paul Rifkin
674 Rt. 6A
E. Sandwich, MA 02537

Dear Paul,

Thank you for telling me about the survey you're
doing. You may get some very interesting answers
to your survey question.

You'll find a copy of the Creed of the Church
enclosed for you. I think this will help to answer
your question.

You're welcome to write to me again.

Sincerely,

RON




LA Wl

27 November 1983

Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, MA 02537

Dear Paul,

I appreciate your persistence.

However, I would like you to get in touch with
Author Services Inc., my literary agents, who handle
this sort of matter for me. You would need to
obtain approval via them. Their address is:

6464 Sunset Boulevard, Suite 900
Hollywood, CA 90028

Sincerely,



The Church of Scientology

CREED

We of the Church believe:

That all men of whatever race, colour or creed were created with equal rights.

That all men have inalienable rights to their own religious practices and their

performance.

That all men have inalienable rights to their own lives.

That all men have inalienable rights to their sanity.

That all men have inalienable rights to their own defense.

That all men have inalienable rights to conceive, choose, assist and support their
own organizations, churches and governments.

That all men have inalienable rights to think freely, to talk freely, to write freely
their own opinions and to counter or utter or write upon the opinions of others.

That all men have inalienable rights to the creation of their own kind.

That the souls of men have the rights of men.

That the study of the mind and the healing of mentally caused ills should not
be alienated from religion or condoned in non-religious fields.

And that no agency less than God has the power to suspend or set aside these
rights, overtly or covertly.

And we of the Church believe:

That man is basically good.

That he is seeking to survive.

That his survival depends upon himself and upon his fellows, and his attainment
of brotherhood with the Universe.

And we of the Church believe that the laws of God forbid Man:

To destroy his own kind.

To destroy the sanity of another.

To destroy or enslave another’s soul.

To destroy or reduce the survival of one’s companions or one’s group.

And we of the Church believe:
That the spirit can be saved and
That the spirit alone may save or heal the body.



WiLLiAM BRADOFORO HuIE

F O0.Box 248
HARTSELLE, ALABAMA
35640

May 21, 1983

Dear Paul Rifkin....

It was kind of you to ask me such an important
question. My reply has been delayed by my being away.

Very early in my long life I was taught to respect
life's mysteries. Meaning that I have never been im-
pressed by how much human beings know and can ever know
about the miracles of life and the universe. I have
instead been impressed by how little we can ever know
and therefore how much we must rely on what we call faith.

So I am a man of faith, and my faith tells me that
the miracles of life and the universe didn't just happen.
There had to be a Creator....a Creator whose appearance,
size, shape, and place of abode man can never hope to
understand or even imagine. This Creator men have called
God, and I don't know any better name. So, yes, I believe
in God.

Many human beings search for God in groups, others
of us search alone. I have always been a loner. God has
never made Himself known to me in any spectacular manner.
But I have felt His presence many times. I suppose I have
tried to serve God by showing respect for His creatures,
His handiwork, and His mysteries.

May God bless you throughout your life.

Lx\j [~ - (3 o /\( _/L“-"\-—J\_
o
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CHRYSLER

CORPORATION

LEE A. IACOCCA

October 29, 1980

Paul Rifkin
674 Rte. 6-A
E. Sandrich, Mass. 02537

Dear Paul:

Thank you for your nice letter regarding
a class report that you are preparing.

In answer to your question, yes, I do
believe in God. I am a practicing Roman Catholic, I
attend Mass regularly, and as is the case with most
Christians, God revealed his presence to me through
the scriptures.

Sincerely yours,

A

DETROIT,. MICHIGAN 48288




JANIS AN

16 October 1980

Dear Paul,

Thank you for your very well-written letter.
You certainly have chosen an interesting topic for
your class report.

To answer your question - I do not believe that
there is a God in the everyday Judeo-Christian sense
that we in the United States are usually brought up to
accept. In other words, I don't think there is a little
white-haired man who decides who will live and who will
die, and who will be born with a good soul and who will
not. I do, however, believe that there is a force much
greater than we human beings; maybe that force is even
the collective strength of all our hopes and aspirations.

I'm afraid I can't do much better than that...

I hope your teacher can explain anything that doesn't
make sense to you!

Thanks again --







20 April 1983

Dear Paul Rifkin:

In answer to your guestion, "Do you believe in God?" I can
only tell you this: during my life, I have met several
dozen people who, I am certain, really did believe in

God. This belief guided them throughout their lives and
gave them strength and made them happy. 1In fact, their
happiness was something wonderful and it seemed more
powerful than any misfortunes which they met with. So

I can say, at least, that I believe in their belief in
God.

Sincerely,

Chrn % 1§ Kers b A

Christopher Isherwood

CHRISTOPHER ISHERWOOD
145 Adelaide
Santa Monica, California
90402
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CAVELIGHT MUSIC
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Dr. Robert Jastrow
Box 90
Hanover, NH 03755

April 15, 1983

Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, MA 02537

Dear Mr. Rifkin:
Thank you for your recent letter.

My views on this question are those of the agnostic---the
person who is not certain whether God exists. I do believe,
however, on scientific grounds, that there is evidence for
the existence of forces in the Universe that are beyond

the power of scientific description.

I am enclosing a complimentary copy of a book I have
written on related matters that may be of interest to you

and your teacher.

Sincerely,

I

al—

Robekt Jastrow

RJ/na




JacoB K. JAvVITS

375 PARK AVENUE

NEw YoRrk, N.Y. 10152

April 27, 1983

Master Paul Rifkin
Grade 5
674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, MA 02537
Dear Master Rifkin:
There is a Hindu chant which reads:

OM NAMAH SHIVAYA

Translated it means: I be}ieve in the
Divinity which is in me. . and that is God.

Sincergly,

Ja K. Javits



ABC News 8 Carburton Street London W1P 7DT Telephone 01-837 7211

Peter Jennings
Chief Foreign Correspondent

6th April 1983

Dear Paul,

I do indeed believe in God. I was
raised a Christian and always try
to conduct myself in a Christian
manner.

Yours sincerely,

Paul Rirkin
Grade 5

674 Rt. 6A
East Sandwich
Mass 02537
USa

ABC News Intercontinental, Inc.
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[E Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc.

April 25, 1983

Dear Mr. Rifkin:

Yes, I believe in the existence of God. My faith, or
confidence, is not based on His having ever made His presence
known to me; rather, it seems to me that the order of the
universe and man's striving within it are quite senseless to
behold were one to assume life begins and ends wholly within
the generations of creatures on earth.

Yours,

TP W,

William Jovfnovich

Mr. Paul Rifkin

674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537

757 Third Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10017 (212) 888-2222



Columbia Pictures Television

Stacy Keach

September 26, 1983

Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, MA. 02537

Dear Paul,

Your letter finally reached me last week, and
I apologize for this delayed reply. Yes, Paul, I
definitely believe in God.

Darwin's theory of Natural Selection may have
something to do with a definition of how life has
evolved, and the "Big Bang" concept of the origin of
the Universe may also have something to do with it...
but only a God could be capable of such astonishing

miracles.

My very best wishes to you for success and
happiness, and thank you for your letter.

cerely youfs,

cy Keac

A division of Columbia Pictures Industries, Inc.

A subsidiary of ﬂm&w
Columbia Plaza, Burbank, California 91505 - 213-954-3088
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UN#TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

December 8, 1976

Mr. Paul Rifkin

4212 25th Street

San Francisco, California 94114
Dear Paul:

Your letter was received on December 6th. In
reply to your inquiry, I do believe in God. I am enclosing
some literature which contains my views on this subject,
and I trust it will be of assistance to you.

Sincerely yours,

i

Clarence M. Kelley
Director

Enclosures (2)






JACK KEMP
38TH DisTrICT, NEW YORK

COMMITTEE:
APPROFPRIATIONS

SUBCOMMITTEES:
DEFENSE
FOREIGN OPERATIONS

WASHINGTON OFFICE,
2235 Raveurn House OrFice BuiLDing
AREA CoDE 202: 225-5265

Congress of the Tnited States 0T P o

Bouse of Representatives gty

Washington, B.E. 20515
October 28, 1980

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6-A
East Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537

Dear Paul:

Many thanks for your recent letter. It was pleasure to hear
from you.

Yes, Paul, I do believe in God. He gives me strength and in-
spiration in these trying times. As I weigh the merits of the
many pieces of legislation that come before me I call on God
for guidence and judgement to help me in my decision.

Paul, thanks again for your letter. If I can be of any further
help to you in the future, please be sure and let me know.

With best regards, I am

Sincerely,

of Congress

JK/ck/pfw




EDWARD M. KENNEDY
MASSACHUSETTS

AWlnifed Hlates DHenafle

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

December 9, 1976

Mr. Paul Rifkin
4212 25th Street
San Francisco, California 94114

Dear Paul:

Thank you very much for writing to
me, and I certainly hope that I can help
you complete your survey.

The role of faith has been such
an important one in my life. The belief
in a source of strength greater than our
own can bring not only courage and comfort
during difficult times, but also the humility

to embrace the truly meaningful things in
life.

Please say hello to your teacher
and classmates for me, and with this note,
I send along my very best personal regards.




Spain.
May 3rd. 1983,
Dear Paul,

In answer to your question: 'Do you
believe in God', the answer is of course 'Yes'.
But there are many, many ways of believing in
God as we know all too well. I do not believe
in God in the sentimental form of a white-robed,
golden-haired human, as illustrated in many
books and bibles. I do believe in an infinite
MIND, and its infinite manifestation. God is
all in all, and is in us and around us at all
times. We have only to call on this power and
believe. In this sense His presence has made
itself known to me by showing me the way when
one is beset with problems and decisions.

I hope this answer to your question,
(which is a very difficult one in these
troubled times) will satisfy you.

With all best wishes,
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Deborah Kerr.

Paul Rifkin,

Grade 5, 6T7Y RT 6A,
East Sandwich,
Mass. 02537,
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SUFI ORDER
Pir Vilayat Inayat Khan
Head of the Sufi Order

1570 PACHECO
SANTA FE, N.M. 87501
(505) 988-4411

June 13, 1983

Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, MA 02537

Dear Paul,

I like challenging questions. Out of my scruple to avoid
brainwashing my pupils, I always prefer encouraging people to get
into a state where they can experience the divine qualities trying
to come through their being, and the divine glance through their eyes,
rather than locking them into a belief system.

Bir Vllayat Inayat Khan

PVIK:k




AUSTIN H. KIPLINGER

GEORGE KENNEDY

THE KIPLINGER WASHINGTON EDITORS HENRY A.EARP

CHARLES A. CERAMI
SID A. LEVY
LLOYD L. KATH —_—

1729 H Street, Northwest, Washington, D.C. 20006 Tel: 202-887-6400 N OALE RTART

wi M C.SENIOR
Cable Address: Kiplinger Washington DC Llr-:l-c;:lnnn FPIE%
STEVEN D.IVINS
JACK KIESNER
MARC H. STERTZ
JAMES O. MAYO
SARAH E. MORAN
LEE COHN
CHARLES A. SNYDER
PETER L. BLANK

THE KIPLINGER WASHINGTON LETTER
THE KIPLINGER TAX LETTER

THE KIPLINGER AGRICULTURAL LETTER
THE KIPLINGER FLORIDA LETTER

THE KIPLINGER CALIFORNTA LETTER
THE KIPLINGER TEXAS LETTER

May 19, 1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537

Dear Paul:

Yes indeed, I believe in God. I suppose
everyone conceives of God in a different way. To me,
God is the all-pervasive, ever-present force of life
in the universe. And it is really unnecessary to talk
of "putting God into your life," since God is always
there, always has been and always will be.

I'm glad you are concerning yourself with
important things. If you ever get to Washington, do

come and see me,

Sincerely yours

Clatn ¥pa



KiNneg & SPALDING
2500 TRUST COMPANY TOWER

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303

404/572~4800
1800 M STREET, N. W.

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20030
202/466-~7610

October 13, 1980

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Rte. 6-A
E. Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537

Dear Mr. Rifkin:

Thank you for your very nice letter requesting that I
answer the question, "Do you believe in God?"

Yes, I do. I am a member of the Christian Church
Disciples of Christ in Sandy Springs, Georgia. My father was a
member of the Christian Church and organized a small church in
Bainbridge, Georgia where I was born and I was brought up in this
Church by parents who were very much interested in the Church and
the life of the Church. They taught me the Bible and it was through
their teaching that I learned about God and since then I have con-
tinued in this same faith. I have seen through my experience in life
the work and the presence of God.

With all good wishes.

Sincerely,

Ol lir W

&

Charles H. Kirbo

TELEX: 54-2017 TELECOPIER: 404/650-4838 CABLE: TERMINUS



TEE BostTwick FARM
NEw MILFORD,CONNECTICUT







CavinKlein

20 April 1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Route BA
E, Sandwich, MA 02537

Dear Paul,
Thank you for your recent letter.

Unfortunately things are somewhat hectic for
me at present due to the Fall Collection and
] am unable to reply in any great depth, but
| am enclosing a copy of my biography and
most recent press kit which I hope will be
of some help with your project.

| very much appreciate your interegt.

470
Calvin Klein

CK:dob

Calvin Klein Lid., 205 West 39th Street, New York, New York 10048, 212-736-961



Fletcher Knebel

208 Edgerstoune Road Princeton. New Jersey 08540
Phone: (609) 924-2949

May 26, 1983
Dear Paul:

An eternal question, that one,

Whether or not I believe in God makes little difference
in the grand scheme of things since my belief won't influence
reality one iota. God either exists or it, he or she doesn't and
nothing I think can change the fact,

Yet men have fRmmmghix fought, killed and slaughtered
one another on the premise that piles of human bodies would somehow
prove their dubious theology,

My €ore belief on these eschatological matters is
that no one knows. It is all a great mystery, unpierced by any
man or woman &ince the dawn 'f human intelligence. Therefore when
I hear some money-raising, shouting and ranting preacher
proclaim this, that or the other theological certainty, I put him
down as a scoundrel, an ignoramus or an honest man gadly misled
by his own ego,

Here we are tiny specks on a pea-size olanet,
floating out in the boondocks of space in one of the billions of
BEXX galaxles that make up this fantastically huge universe. For
us to pretend that we know anyhing about the existence or
non-existence of a superpower, why, it's ridiculous.

A friend, Nonsignor Illich, a rébel mind in
the Catholic church, was once asked why he continued in the ¢ hurch
if he rfelt so alienated Trom its theology.

"lo celebrate the mystery," he replied,

I too am often overcome with awe at the immensity




of the unknowns and the vastness of this never-ending universe,
It is all too much for our little minds to comprehend. So I have
streaks of spirituality when I celebrate the mystery.

Do I believe in God? No., But what difference does that
make? Would my belief prove anything?

Gbod luck, Paul. Keep asking the big guestions.

All the best,

[ 8tden bl



THE City oF NEwW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NeEw York, N.Y. 10007

October 15, 1980

Mr. Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

674 Route 6-A

E. Sandwich, Mass. 02537

Dear Paul:

Yes, I do believe in God. And
God makes his presence felt every day
simply by permitting me to awake each
morning and do my job.

All the best.

Sincerely,

Edwa . KocC
Mayor

mg



Reply to Attn of

National Aeronautics and
Space Administration

Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center
Houston, Texas
77058

0CT 2 0 1380
AP

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6-A
E. Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537

Dear Paul:

Thank you for your letter. My answer to your question is
yes, I do believe in God.

I have always accepted the existence of a Supreme Being.
When I was a child, I'm sure my belief stemmed from my
parents' teaching and influence. As I matured and became
educated as an engineer, my faith in God also grew.

My work in the space program continues to strengthen my
belief that our universe was planned. It is too well-
ordered to have emerged accidentally. We are able to send
spacecraft to other planets because of natural laws and
the preciseness of the movements and relationships of
those planets.

1 believe this is the result of a Creator, a master
planner. To accept it as happenstance just doesn't make
sense to me. My question to you is: How can anyone gaze
into a clear night sky full of stars and then declare
there is no God?

Best wishes for a good class report and for a happy,
productive life.

Sincerely,
Christépher C.%

Director
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June 11

Dear Paul,

Thanks for your note. It is hard to say whether
one believes in God because the concept is so vague.
To me, God is a word that serves as a metaphor for the
mystery of my relationship--every momentx@--with the universe.
Thus, even if I am an atheist, I seem to have more of an
ongoing intimacy with this deity that I don't believe in,
than many who profess belief in God. Ultimately, it comes
down to believing in yourself, since that is the only
consciousness you have. Hope this is of some help to you.
I would be interested in seeing a copy of your report.

Cordially,

pli



November 5, 1980

Dear Paul,

I am happy to hear from you about
your survey of famous people,

Yes, I believe in God and religion
has played an important part in my life.

Good luck to you in your report.

Sincerely,

Paul Rifkin
674 Rte 6-A
E. Sandwich
Massachusetts 02537

JUANITA KREPS 115 EAST DUKE BUILDING DURHAM, NC 27708 (919) 684-2616
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baseball

Office of the Commissioner

Bowie K. Kuhn
Commissioner

February 17, 1977

Dear Paul:

You ask if I believe in God. The answer is that I do with all my heart
and all my soul. How could the answer be otherwise? Yet in a some-
times cynical world, there are those who, sad to say, profess not to
believe. So your question is a fair one. God is present in so many
ways! What is the source of the endless universe if it is not God ?
Scientists cannot answer that question but you can and so can I.
Doubters often look in the wrong places for God and His work. But
you can find Him in the love and kindness you see about you. While
surely there is much evil in the world, human love is there too and
abundantly. It is the light of God's inspiration. The Spirit of God is
within us all and needs only the nurture of love to transfigure us.
Finally I find God most surely in the miracle of the Resurrection
which we celebrate on Easter Sunday. In that joyous event, man-
kind finds its greatest cause for hope.

Sincerely yours,

U e

Paul Rifkin
333 W. Frances Willard
Chico, CA 95926

BKK/jc

75 Rockefeller Plaza
New York, N.Y. 10019
(212) 586-7400
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