Mlest Hunter Street Baptist Church

1040 GORDON STREET, S. W.

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30310
PASTOR'S STUDY TELEPHONES; (404) 758-5563

(404) 755-8300 Ralpl Bubiy Abernathy, Pastor (404) 758-5564

November 16, 1982

Paul Rifkin
674 Rt. 6A
East Sandwich, Ma. 02537

Dear Paul:

I am honored that you selected me to be a part of the famous people you
are making a survey of., I congratulate you and all of your fellow fifth grade
glass members,

Now, in answer to your question, Do I believe in God? Yes, I believe in
God, and I believe in Him beyond the shadow of a doubt. God has manifested
Himself to me in so many ways. He first made His presence known to me when
I was a Tittle boy through Nature - when I observed the rising and setting of
the sun and the fact that each year was always on schedule. I knew then, that
there is a God somewhere. Another important revelation to me was made when
I discovered that the earth evolves around the sun and that the earth is constantly
moving and yet the waters of the Atlantic, the Pacific nor any ocean ever over-
flowed. As I grew older, I have seen God manifesting Himself in many forms
including history, in the affairs of our Nation and in the affairs of mankind.
God is my personal friend. He walks with me and He talks with me. He has been
so good to me until pages are not available for me to write of His goodness and
time is too short for me to tell of His goodness. If you will give your Tlife
to Him, then one day you will know of God's presence.

May God continue to bless you and guide you into growing into being a fine
upright and outstanding young man.

With best wishes, I remain




& ANSEL ADAMS

ROUTE i, BOX 181, CARMEL, CALIFORNIA 953921 TELEPHONE (408) 624=-2558

Nov. 12, 1976

Mr. Paul Rifkin

42312 25th &t.

San Francisco, Ca. 94114
Dear Paul Rifkin,

Thanks for your letter which was awaiting my return from a trip
to New York and Boston. Sorry for the delay in reply!

Your question is diffigylt for me to answer. I would say that
I don't believe in God, but I do believe there is some higher
order to life.

Good luck with your class report.

Sincerely,

AA:at

Creednaye |



Pollard Road
Lincoln, NH 03251
September 22, 1980

Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

RFD 2 - Off Grant Road

New Market, New Hampshire 03857

Dear Paul:

I am in receipt of your letter of September eighth.

The answers to your questions are:

(1) Yes
(2) Through Jesus Christ our Lord

Sincerely,

7 / :
/;;tzxﬂsz"4555¢1—w

“Sherman Adams



EDWARD ALBEE
THE OFFICE
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NEW YORK, N. Y. 10013

(ohen 19148

0-40/\ QJ\ Qx\h\é

()\ﬂtm‘wlqw 2« Ly WMU ML-H ~L
b n b-lu.w\ v B in  ahsnlV ﬂ/).
/\\_)L M:aub. 15 ComSeiwsmess Ar ‘)\ur-—-) 75
div . Aw * O2" 1 copulad 5 Aen



Lion’s Gate Films, Inrc.

November 9, 1976

Mr. Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

4212 25th St.

San Francisco, CA 94114

Dear Paul:

I do not believe in God because my presence precedes his. Therefore

I must assume that he is my creation - and I MUST NOT believe in
my own creations or I would be guilty of the authorship of this note.

Sincerely,

Robert Altman

Lion's Gate Films, Inc. 1334 Westwood Boulevard « Los Angeles, California 90024 « Telephone 475-4987
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ARTHUR ASHE -
1975 Wimbledon Champion




- edward asner

February 25, 1983

Dear Paul,

Thank you for your letter and for your
respect--1 appreciate it, and I'1l1l try
to answer your qguestion.

I'm unable to say flat out that God exists. I
vacillate in my belief, but when I do it's
usually because of witnessing some gorgeous
act or view of nature, or in some act of

God's creatures (man and animal), such as
music, dance or movement. If God exists,

it is safe to say he has many flowers.

Th you,

Edward Asner

kk

\ 3855 Lankershim Boulevard, North Hollywood, California 91604
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MR. PAuUL RIFKINy GRADE 5
EasT SANDWICH, MAss 02537

DEAR PauL

YOUR LETTER ASKS TWO QUESTIONS. 1e DO | BELIEVE IN GOD2
THE ANswER: = YES, MOST DEF INATELYS THEN:

2. How HAS HE MADE H1s PRESENGE KNOWN TO ME?
WeLL, PauL | THINK ALL KNOWLEDGE 1S OBTAINED BY ONE OF FOUR WAYS:

1« AUTHORITY. THIS INCLUDES THE WORDS OF THOSE WE REASONABLY GCAN
BELIEVE. |T STARTS WITH PARENTS AND TEACHERS BUT
GOES ON TO MANY EMINENT AND RESPECTED PERSONSe IT
INCLUDES BOOKS OF SACRED SCRIPTURE, DICTIONARIES,
SCIENTIFIC FINDINGSy ETCe

2, RATIONAL1SM, THIS MEANS THAT THE WHAT WE ALLOW OURSELVES TO BELIEVE
MUST BE REASONABLEe IN IsAtar 1 ¢ 18 Gop saysy "LET
US REASON TOGETHER."

3. INTUITION. | CANNOT EXPLAIN ALL THE MODERN THEORIES ABOUT HOW SOME
PERSONS SEEM TO HAVE INSIGHTS TO FACTS THAT HAVE ELUDED
OTHERS, NOR HOW SO MANY OF THE ANG1ENT PATRIARCHS RECEIVED
GREAT TRUTHS BY WAY OF DREAMS AND VISIONS. NO DOUBT THERE ale
MANY AREAS OF THE HUMAN MIND THAT ARE STILL A MYSTERYa
IF OR WHEN YOU HAVE SUCH AN EXPERIENCE YOU WILL KNOW WHAT
| AM TALKING ABOUT. |IT WILL SURPRISE YOU.

4, EXPERIENCE, OR WHAT SCIENGE CALLS: EMPIRICISM.

WE WILL ULTIMATELYsREALLY BELIEVE ONLY THOSE THINGS

WHICH ARE VAL IDATED BY THE FACTS WE ENCOUNTER IN LIVINGe
As THE YEARS GO ON WE WILL TREASURE THE TRUTHS WHICH

SEEM TO HAVE BEEN VERIFIED IN OUR LIFETIME ADVENTUREees
AND PERHAPS CORROBORATED BY OTHERSe BUT WE MUST NOT
REJECT BEAUTIFUL TEACHINGS SIMPLY BECAUSE THEY MAY NOT
SEEM TO CONFORM TO SOME OF THE TRAGIC EVENTS WE KNOW TAKE
PLACE. TO UNDERSTAND LIFE AND TO SEE THE HAND OF GOD
WITHIN IT TAKES A GREAT DEAL OF STUDYs THOUGHT AND
PATIENCE BECAUSEs BEYOND ALL OTHER PROBLEMS, YOU ARE
SEEKING THE MOST IMPORTANT, AND DEEPEST MYSTERY KNOWN

TO MANKIND. BUT START wITH FAITH An DETERMINATION TO
STICK WITH ALL THE IDEA'LS OF TRUTH, GOODNESS AND BEAUTY.
DON'T LOOK AT ONLY SURFACE EVJIDENCE BUT TRY TO COMPREHEND
THE UNDERLYING DIRECTION OF THE UNIVERSEeeeAND MANKINDeso
NOT JUST QURSELVES OR THE FRONT PAGES OF THE PAPERS

| HAVE ALWAYS TRIED TO DO THAT, AND BELIEVE ME PAUL, IT HAS PAID OFF.

| SEF MANY SAD THINGS IN THE WORLD, BUT | KNOW THEY ARE THE PRICE OF OUR
FREEDOM. . s WHICH MUST BE SO THAT WE CAN GROW, MATURE AND BECOME THE GLORY,
OF THE UNIVERSE. THOSE OF US WHO HAVE A GL IMPSE OF THE BEAUTY WHICH LIES



AHEAD FOR MANKIND KNOW THAT IT WILL BE A HARD, HARD STRUGGLE, AND MANY

MAY' LOSE HOPE ALONG THE WAY. BUT IF WE DO NOT BECOME CYNICAL, IF WE
CONTINUE TO FIGHT FOR THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE RIGHT AND GOOD...NOT JUST FOR
OURSELVES OR OUR OWN LITTLE GROUP BUT FOR EVERYONE «.eAS BEST AS WE CAN

KNOW 1T (AND THAT'S NEVER AN EASY DECISION)...THEN BIT BY BIT, WE WILL ALL

COME CLOSER TOGETHER, WE WILL SOLVE THE STUBBORN PROBLEMS WHICH NOW STAND
BETWEEN USaesesAND ALL MANKIND WILL HAVE WON THE GREAT VICTORY THE WORLD

HAS SO LONG BEEN WAITING FORe...TRUE LIBERATION, RESPECT AND CONCERN .. FOR ALL.

AND NO MATTER WHAT ANYONE SAYSs PAUL, NEVER DOUBT FOR ONE MOMENT THAT WE
CAN DO 1TeessFOR IT 18 MY BELIEF...OUT OF THE EXPERIENCE OF A LIFETIME,
THAT THIS 1S GOD'S WILLy AND THAT HE 1S WITH US,

THE FOREGOING 1S JUST A PARTIAL ANSWER TO THE QUESTIONS YQU HAVE ASKED.

IT 1s MY BELIEF THAT GOD'S PRESENGE HAS BEEN MADE KNOWN TO ME BY THE
FOUR WAYS CITED ABOVE. 3

SINCERELY,

)
7

Lew AYRES
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INED mz’y

PO. BOX 52
PRESIDENT: PEARL BAILEY NORTHRIDGE, CALIFORNIA 91328
DODI WILLIAMS November 12, 1976

Executive Secretary

Dear Paul:

Thank you for taking the time to write to me and for your interest

in my belief 4in God for your Aurvey.

You bet 1 believe in God! He has been very good to me and has blessed
me with much - primanily the takent He gave me and the ability to meet,
understand, Love and care about all humanity. 1 have known Him alf of my

Life -- He has been a constant companion and the only thue Physician.

I hope this gives you some idea of how strongly 1 believe in God and 1

hope your project wilf be a wonderful Learning experience foxr you.

God bfess you always and thank you again for having written to me.

Tiao [

ALL Eove,

PB/dw



HOWARD H. BAKER, JR.
TENNESSEE

DVlnifed Hiafes Henale

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

November 23, 1976

Mr, Paul Rifkin
4212 25th Street
San Francisco, California 94114

Dear Paul:

Thank you for your recent letter. I certainly appreciate
hearing form you and knowing of your interest in religion.

In answer to your gquestion, I certainly do have an innate
and inherent belief in God, which has been part of me from
early childhood. This faith has been a source of strength-
ening encouragement and solace for me during all of my life.
I also believe that all of us can only benefit by remember-
ing our country's impressive, influential spiritual heritage
in conducting our nation's affairs with that background in
mind.

Again, thank you for writing. I appreciate your interest.

Sincergly,

o

Howard H. Baker, Jr.

HHBJr :gh



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 15, 1983

Dear Paul:
Thank you for your recent letter.

In response to your question, I do believe in God. I have
a happy family, a successful career and my own good health.
For all of this (and more), I thank God.

It was good to hear from you. I wish you and your
classmates much success with your studies this year.

Sincerely,

e

A
—
// James A. Eaker, 2 2
Chief of Staff and
Assistant to the President

Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, MA. 02537



Ehe New flork Times

229 WEST 43 STREET
NEW YORK, N.Y.10036

November 9, 1976

Mr. Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

4212 25th Street

San Francisco, California

Dear Mr. Rifkin:

I do not believe in a god who is an
aged, bearded man dressed in sheets. I believe,
however, that there is a universal order utterly
beyond the human powers of comprehension. This
might be called "god."

Sincerely,

(Tsesld Pl

Russell Baker



: ,AOB BARKER
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June 6, 1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, MA 02537

Dear Paul:

I most definitely do believe in a GOD...whether God loocks like

a person or is a force more powerful than anything we've yet to
comprehend...my faith leads me to believe that such a power is

out there in this vast universe.

My first encounter with "God" that I can recall occurred when

I was five years old. I was born physically handicapped and a
group of children one day followed me home from school and began
taunting me with sticks. I fell to the sidewalk and prayed that
someone would come along to help me up and protect me. Just then
my best girlfriend arrived on the scene and literally dragged me
into our apartment building. She saved me. Somehow I knew right
there and then that somebody-up-there did not want me to be phys-
ically hurt more than I already was. From that moment on I began
praying to "God" to help me. When I was a child I used to pray
for very specific things and many times my prayers were answered.

In later years I discoverd it is not necessary to pray for
"specifics" but to ask God for "right direction" -- and then what
is meant for you shall be yours.

Writing such a short paragraph about one's belief in God is quite
difficult. I hope, however, these few words will give you some
idea of where I am coming from and my deep and abiding belief in
IlGod. n

May good thoughts...good days...and many of your wishes come true,
Paul Rifkin.

Rona Barret

Post Oftice Box 10959, Beverly Hills, California 90213









March 2, 1983

Dear Paul,

I appreciate hearing from you and am glad to
respond to your question.

Certainly I believe in God and have since I
can remember. I suppose my most profound experience
with religion came as a young lad in a small one
room church where I attended services every Sunday
with my grandparents in a little place called
Goshen, Indiana. Somehow God seemed te £111 Ehat
room and to be a comfort to all of those who
participated in the services.

There are a number of questions about God and
religion that I am not wise enough to answer. I
do believe He is there watching over us, guiding us
and sharing his love with us. I only wish I
could do better and be more worthy of his love.
I wish you the best in the future and I am glad to
see that you are prepared to follow His way.

Sincerely,

Gk
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RALPH BELLAMY
8173 MULHOLLAND TERRACE
LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 90046

September 22,1980

Dear Paul Grifkin:

In reply to your letter
of September 18 it is heartening to know
of your delection of subject matter.

Yom have asked two questions:
Do I believe in God. The answer is yes.

And how did he make himself
known to me: The answer is from the beginnihg
of mysense of realisatio%:all kinds of life,
including my own, and the seasons and fruition

of everything that grows in the fields and gegg Bnd

forests and jungles and nests and cradles.
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THOMAS BERGER

Washington Spring Road
Palisades, New York 1096/

Dear Paul, 24 September 1980

Thank you for your letter with its two-
part question.

My answer is: Yes, I do believe in God, who
made Himself known to me first by speaking to me at a
time when I needed assurance.

But I do not belong to any organized religion,
and I never seek God in any house of worship--though I
have no criticism of those who do.

I wish you good luck with your report.

Sincerely yours,

e \’%A



Columbia Artists
Management Inc.

SIR RUDOLF BING Direct Line
Special Projects 212/89 789320
1 -F0Y
May 2, 1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin

674 Route 6A

East Sandwich, MA 02537
Dear Paul:

Yes,_I do believe in God. He makes his presence known to me every
morning when the sun rises and when life around me begins.

With best regards,
Sincerely, \
: Sir Rudolf Bing

SRB:CMD

CAMI CAMI Building + 185 West 57th Street, New York, N.Y. 10019 - 212/397-8900
Cable: COLCONCERT - Telex Numbers: (WU)12-7202 « (WUI) 66236 - (RCA) 237772
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July 12, 1983

Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, Mass. 02537
Dear Paul,
Yes, I do believe in God. As long as I

can remember I have felt his presence.

incerely,

—

S

P.O. Box 448 » Atlantic City, New Jersey 08404 (609) 340-3400
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H&R Block, Inc. Henry W. Bloch
Corporate Headquarters President and

4410 Main Street Chief Executive Officer
Kansas City, Missouri 64111

(816) 932-8413

February 14, 1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, MA 02537

Dear Paul:

Thank you for writing and asking for my opinion. Yes, I do
believe in God and I feel he has had a strong influence in
my life and career. His presence is constantly known to me
in every major action I take, both businesswise and other-
wise. If you are going to live your life as an upright
citizen who always deals fairly with your fellow man, you
must have a strong belief in God.

With kindest personal regards.
Very truly yours,
Henry W. /Bloch

HWB : mam



March 7, 1983

Dear Paul:

God has always been an important
part of my life. I cannot imagine a
day without Him. To me He's not a
one-day-a-week shot; it's every day.
He gives you perspective and makes
you remember what you're all about.

/f’_""i

Erma Bombeck



:
Julian Bond
SENATOR
THIRTY-NINTH DISTRICT

Dear Mr. Rifkin:

@1‘!2 51‘3’& ﬁmate 426 STATE CAPITOL

ATLANTA,GEORGIA 30334

Aﬂm 36| WEST VIEW DRIVE

ATLANTA ,GEORGIA 30310

February 7. 1977

Thanks for your letter. T do believe in a

higher order.

God has never made "His Presence known to
me" in any formal sense; I've had no visions
Or mystical experiences. I simply believe.

JB/bc
enc,

Mr. Paul Rifkin

Sincerely,

Sulie e &A’QEJ

Julian Bond

333 W. Frances Willard

Chico, CA 95926
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EASTERN AIR LINES INCORPORATED | INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT | MIAMI, FLORIDA 33148 | 305 - 873-2211

February 22, 1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 /Route 6A
East Sandwich, MA 02537

Dear Paul:

Regarding the question in your recent letter, I
am proud to say that I am a very strong believer in
God.

There was no particular single instance where
His presence was made known to me. I've been con-
gscious of God, and His influence upon my life, since
my earliest recollections. And it is the confidence
that He has the power to direct my life that has sus-
tained me in every major decision I've had to make.
Without this foundation of faith, my life could never
have been so rewarding.

Thank you for your interest, and for including
me in your report,

Sincerely,

Fr



BILL BRADLEY
NEW JERSEY

AWlnifed Dlates . Denale

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

October 8, 1980

Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

RFD 2- Off Grant Road
Newmarket, New Hampshire 03857

Dear Paul:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the
survey you are conducting for your fifth grade
class report.

In answer to your question, I certainly do believe
in God and believe He makes Himself known to us in
a direct confrontation with the strength, variety
and beauty of nature and natural forces.

Best wishes for the success of your project.

Sincerely,

A /ﬁaﬁﬁz@y

Bill Bradley
United States Senator

BB/mg



Dearn Pair (or Pavd)

Thanks for including me in youn survey.
I don't, however, think 1 should shaxre
my private thoughts with strangens. 1
harndly even burnden my close friends with
my opinions ox belieds. I wikt only
say that 1 have often wondered whethexr
God believes 4in me,

Best wishes,




CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

15 February 1977

Paul Rifkin

333 W. Frances Willard
Chico, California 95926
Dear Paul

I have your letter regarding your 5th Grade Class
report.

Here are my answers to your questions:
- Yes, I believe in God.
- God has not yet made His presence known to
me in any direct or dramatic way that would
be very helpful to your survey.

I wish you success with your report.

Kind regards.

W3 % R

EORG BROWN
eneral USAF

Sincerely



P. O. Box 42451
Atlanta, Georgia 30311

January 11, 1977

Mr. Paul Rifkin
4212 25th Street
San Francisco, CA 94114

Dear Paul:

I hope my response to your question is not too late to be
included in your report.

I am a Muslim and our belief is that there is one God and

his last Prophet is the Prophet Muhammad (Peace and Blessings
Be Upon Him). 1In addition, God's presence is made known

to man through man's living.

Thank you for writing.

Peace and Blessings of Allah
Be Upon You,

U R Poomr (Yol d0-Gi)

H. Rap Brown



COSMOPCOLITAN

Helen Gudey Biown, Editor - 994 \ést 57th Street, New York, New York, 10019 (919) 9627916

February 14, 1977

Dear Paul,

It's hard to describe the kind of God I believe
in because God, to me, is not a person or
entity who sits out there making judgements.

God 1s a kind of force that makes itself

known by rewarding you for good work. "Good
work" includes everything from working very
industriously at your job to being a good

friend to your friends, taking care of your
family, being a good lover to the person you
love...when you pour everything into these
endeavors, God - or thils special force that

is God - rewards you with very rich blessings...
more success in your job, more or deeper
friendships, a happier family, a happier

lover or whatever...My particular god does

not do bad things to anybody...that's another
force entirely. We have to come up with another
definition of whatever that force is.

Sincerely,

Master Paul Rifkin —#%fgiﬂ

333 W. Frances Willard
Chico, California 95926

HGB/pmq



Phyllis George Brown
Governor’s Mansion
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6OA
East Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537

Dear Paul:

Thank you for your iretter regarding
yvour school report.

I believe that religion is an
importvant part of everyone's life, and
I know you must enjoy your studies on
this subject.

Best wishes,
for writing.

thank you

IS GEORGE BROWN



THE DAVE BRUBECK QUARTET

221 MILLSTONE ROAD
WILTON, CONNECTICUT 06897
(203) 762-7710

MANAGER: RUSSELL S. GLOYD

December 17, 1982

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Rt. 6A
East Sandwich, MASS 02537

Dear Paul,

First of all, T would like to thank you for writing to me
especially requesting such a unique reply. My feelings are
very strong about God, and therfore I answer your first
question of my belief with a very firm yes.

God created the earth as he created all of us; His presence
is in the gift of Life.

Again, thank you Paul for your letter. Hopefully this will

help you in your school report. I wish you a very joyous
holiday season.

Sincerely,

| |

Dave Brubec




AN
\\// _ . .
The Center for Strategic and International Studies
Georgetown University / 1800 K Street Northwest / Washington DC 20006 / Telephone 202/887-0200

Cable Address: CENSTRAT
TWX: 7108229583

April 25, 1983

Dear Paul:

Thank you for your letter. I do believe in God. I do
so because I think there is some deeper meaning to our
life, which we cannot fully comprehend ourselves --
just as we cannot fully comprehend the concept of
infinity (that is, the absence of a beginning and the
absence of an end).

With best regards to you,

Sincerely

"
Zbigniew Brzezinski

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Rt. 6A
East Sandwich, MA 02537



ART BUCHWALD

1750 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, N.W.
SUITE 1311
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006

September 13, 1983

Dear Paul:

I believe in God. I don't know why
I'm able to write the way I do or where it
comes from, so I figure God is behind all
creativity.

Sincerely,

2

Art Buchwald

Paul Rifkin
East Sandwich, MA

TELEPHONE
393-6680
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3900 B Warson PrLace, N. W.
WasrincTOoN, D. C. 20016

June 1, 1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin

Grade 6

674 Rt 6 A

East Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537

Dear Paul:

I am sorry to be so long in answering your letter,
and I hope my reply is not too late for your report.

You ask a very important question, which deserves
a serious answer. I do believe in God. It is harder
to put in words why I believe in God and how he has
made his presence known to me. I think the best
answer I can give you is contained in the Gospel of
St. John, Chapter 4 in which he writes that "Everyone
that loveth is born of God and knoweth God."

I have been fortunate in family, friends and
colleagues all of whom have at times revealed aspects
of God.

I hope you are equally fortunate.

With best regards,

Sincerely,
<
4

¢-’.}{'{'.(ﬁ,\,..;-- 4/ J«l’.-f-n Ko

<

Ellsworth Bunker



Paul Rifkin
Grade 5

4212 25th Street
San Francisco
Calif., 94114

Anthony and Liana
Burgess

Rue Grimaldi, 44

Monaco (MC)

November 28, 1976

Dear Paul,

Thank you for writing to me. I think T do believe in
God, though I find it hard to define exactly what I mean
by God. I suppose I mean the creative force that produced
spirit out of matter and enabled mam to developf such values
as truth, beauty and goodness., He manifests itself to me
in things that science Cannot explain, in the beauty of
art and nature, in acts of Precognition, in love,

I agree with Voltaire, who said that if God did not
exist it would be necessary to invent him,

I enclose a photograph which gives you an idea of hoy
ugly I am. But a kind heart beats under that repulsive
exterior. God also reveals himself to me in cigars, so
long as they are not too expensive,

With every good wish to you and your
fellowy students,

Yours sincerely,

pttoy 57
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August 1, 1983 (0964

Paul Rifkin
Grade 5

674 Rt 6A
East Sandwich
Mass. 02537

Dear Paul,

Yes, I do believe in God. I feel God's
presence at all times, everywhere.

Very best wishes,

—“+o M2
Ms. Burstyn is in California. She dictatedpa
response to Paul over the phone. She was not

here at her New York address to sign the letter.
Lily Parker, asst. tg EB.
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February 24, 1983

Dear Paul,

I was interested to learn of your
class survey. One's beliefs are, of
course, a very personal thing, but my
Christian faith has always been a most
important part of my life and has been

a constant source of strength and joy
for me.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

Tubaua E‘”Q
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THE VICE PRESIDENT
WASHINGTON

March 8, 1983

Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537

Dear Paul:

One of the nicest things about being the Vice
President is hearing from the young people of our country.

I do believe in God and have been a Christian
for many years. I am constantly aware of God's presence.

Best wishes and thank you for your interest.

Sincerely,

George Bush
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Cambridge Survey Research

Suite 301 1750 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006 Telephone (202) 223-6345

April 30, 1983

Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
East Sandwick, MA 02537

Dear Paul,

Please forgive me for taking so long to respond to
your letter. I have been very busy lately and I am a
bit late in answering most of my mail.

As for your question -- Yes, I do believe in God.
I don't feel that it is a matter of making his presence
known in any tangible form but a matter of my belief
manifested by my faith in God. Acceptance of a premise
as true and certain of the doctrines the church teaches
in Christ's name. We sometimes cannot understand the
mysteries of christianity as we understand human things,
but through the gift of faith, we know that they are
true.

I hope T have been able to express my belief in a
way you can understand it. Religion, faith, God are
things that are not always simply explained.

Sincerely,

il

Patrick H. Caddell

PHC/hb



San Francisco Chronicle
November 19, 1976

Dear Paul:

Thanks for your letter, and
sorry to be so late in replying.

Yes, I believe in God, for
He makes me feel good when I have done
something decent and generous, and He makes
me feel awful when I have been mean, selfish,
petty and vindictive. You may think I am
talking about my conscience, but actually it
is the spirit of God. I am trying to emulate
Him. When I fail, He and I are disappointed.

All best,

\ W S

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 94119 (415) 421-1111
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MARY S. CALDERONE MD. MPH MM P@%“”’) (212) 677-2994
NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

51 WEST FOLRTH ST. 5 FL.
NEW YORK, NY 10003

June 1, 19283

Dear Paul,

That’s an interesting question you ask, and I°11 be looking to

hear the resulte of your survey. How are you defining the word

"famgus?" How many people are you asking, how are you choosing

them, , Fesults you get? Al]

that is called "setting the parameters," which means the rules,
standards, boundaries, and other qualifications necessary n a;;, sSUrvey.

You see, I am not only & medical doctor, but I have special
training in public health. This always includes study of
statistice, how to collect them, analyze and draw conclusions
from them, and then make them Known to the public. The people you
will be questioning are part of that public, and have the right
to Know the answers to such questions, especially the very
personal ones you are asking.

Now I“11 answer your first question: yes, I most certainly
believe in God as He is described in the New Testament by Jesus.
I am a Quaker, and Quakers have a very special feeling about
their relationship with God, and about all of the teachings of
Jesus who based them on love of human beings as children of God.
I have my Bible, given to me by a dear friend on my 14th.
birthday, 1918. In it she wrote, "Let your light so shine before
men that they will see your good works and glorify your Father
who is in Heaven." That year I read the whole Bible through, and
as I lived my life these past &5 years, I tried to use my
scientific Knowledge and what I have learned over the years about
human beings and their needs, to be of help to them with some of
the many difficult problems they meet in this great world.

The Quaker belief is that God works through people, that there is
something of God in every person. I believe that, and I try to
deal with people in that way. (By people I mean _e_v_e_r_y_o_n_e --
babies, girls, bors, men, women), and I have many rewards: a
loving family, (three children, two grandchildren and a third
expected next November, and three great—grandchildren). And
though I have not sought them I have been overwhelmed by the many
honors and awards from universities and professional groups who
understand what I am trying to do for people because I care about
them. But the silver medals and honorary degrees framed on the
wall are not to be compared to the love and caring I receive
everywhere I go, from people I have never met but who recognize
and thank me for my books, TV interviews and speeches which have
helped them. Even on subways and in airports this happens, and
that is more than enough reward.

W:m al _v_n;l_ Wwaf-{b (_?Owk_/ 8ol %wfm”y\;m)i; ﬁQHG‘M \ "ﬂ)




Erskine Caldwell
PO Box 4550/Hopt Station-Scottsdale;, Arizona 85258

24 Sep 80

Dear Paul Rifkin =

I believe in
goodness. I let others
believe in a god.

Sincerely,

S lras (WAL



JOSEPH A. CALIFANO. JR.

PHILIP W. BUCHEN

O. NILE BELL

HUGH N. FRYER

FELIX B. LAUGHLIN

JOHN M. SAMUELS"®

RICHARD COTTON

LARRY S. GAGE

GERALD M. ROSBERG
RESIDENT PARTNERS

HOWARD C. ANDERSON
OF COUNSEL

*MEMBER N.Y. BAR;
NOT ADMITTED D.C.

DEWEY, BALLANTINE, BusSHBY, PALMER & WoOD

1775 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, N.Ww.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006

TELEPHONE:(202) B62-1000
FacsiMILES: (202) B62-1095

May 6, 1983

Master Paul Rifkin

674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, Massachusetts

Dear Paul:

02537

140 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10008
101 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10178
TELEPHONE: [212) B20-1100
TELEX:12-6825 (DOM) 620252 {INTL)
FACSIMILES:(212) 344-7803

45, AVENUE GEORGE V
75008 PARIS, FRANCE
TELEPHONE ! 720.85.21 TELEX:B42 620297

CABLE: DEWBALAW

Thank you for your letter about your fifth grade

class report.

I do believe in God.

I am a Roman Catholic and

have been educated in Catholic schools at the elementary,
secondary and high school level.

Sincerely,

sgph A. Calgfafo,

e
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August 12, 1983

Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

674 Rt. 6A

East Sandwich, Mass 02537

Dear Paul:

Thank you for the wonderful letter! I
was so impressed with the question you asked me
and I'm more than happy to reply as God is No. 1
in my life. He makes his presence known to me in
80 many ways. It's almost as if when you make
the decision to open the door and surrender to
God's power, you see it everywhere. One of the
most prevelant places I see and feel his presence
is in the love I feel for everyone. It's a love
that is not dependent upon being loved....I just
love people for what they are it's very rewarding.

I send you a thousand happy thoughts
and hope that you asked that question because God
is a conscious part of your life too.

Sending some of that lovesyour way......




August 4, 1983

Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

674 Rt. 6A

East Sandwich

MASS 02537

Dear Paul:

Yes, I believe in God and His presence is constantly
around you in birds, trees, animals--yes, animals

from ants to elephants.

God is life.

Sincerely,

Yo Ly

Frank Capra
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JIMMY CARTER

September 21, 1983

To Paul Rifkin
Thank you for asking me this question.

I have believed in God since I was a young
man. My mother and father took me to a
Baptist Sunday School and Chureh every week
and I was taught to read God's word in the
Bible. T also believe that Jesus is God's
son.

I am grateful for your kind words and send
you my warm good wishes.

Sincerely,

T

Mr. Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

674 Route 6A

East Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537
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November 26, 1976

Dear Paul,

Thapk you so much for your letter, Yes, I do
believe in God and I had my religious experience
because of my Christian family upbringing.

Thanks again for your interest.

Sincerely,

;,/_%_M (.

Lillian Carter

LC/jw

P.O. Box 1976, Atlanta, Georgia 30301, Telephone 404/897-5000

Paid for and authorized by 1976 Democratic Presidential Campaign Committee, Inc.




Paul Rifkin
Grade 5
674 Rt.6A
East Sandwich, Mass.
Dear Paul:
Many thanks for

I do believe in
presence constantly.

OoC/rf

OLEG CASSINI

February 15, 1983

02537

your letter.

God and I feel His

sg?c rely,

Zéggféassini



HARRY CHAPIN

January 17, 1977

Paul Rifkin
4212 25th St.
San Francisco, CA 94114

Dear Paul,

In response to your letter the following is a
poem from my poetry book, Looking...Seeing.

"An Admission"

Being modern

and agnosticated

I don't possess a God

to push and pull about

to match fate's idle motions,

But every once and a while,
not very often

let me add quickly,

being only human

I am prone to feeling

lost and somewhat miniscule,
Shyly I place

some sort of Being,
entirely nonreligious

let me assure you,

above me in the firmament,




HARRY CHAPIN

I let Him laugh

at my endeavors

and grant myself,

only at these weakened moments
the grace of Someone

Else's recognition

of my very doubtful

existence,

I hope this answers your question,

Sincerely,

HC/dr




UNITED FARM WORKERS of AMERICA AFL-CIO

National Headquarters: La Paz, Keene, California 93531
(805) 822-5571

March 24, 1983

Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6-A
East Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537

Dear Paul:

Thank you for the letter you wrote to me on February 10, 1983. I
am sorry that I could not answer you sooner, but many meetings with
farm workers in California and additional speaking engagements made
it impossible.

I am pleased that you included me in the survey of people that you
respect. My answers to your question will be brief, but I hope
they will be satisfactory.

Yes, Paul, I definitely believe in God! The presence of God has
been made clear to me first of all by my parents. My father (who
died last October at the age of 101!) and my mother were good
Catholiecs and brought us up with great respect for God. They made
sure that we learned our prayers, that we respected the teachings
of the Church, and that we tried to live justly.

Since I have grown up, the presence of God has been made clear to
me in two different ways: through other good people who love God
and their brothers and sisters so heroically (Gandhi, St. Francis

of Assisi, Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., Dorofthy Day, Mother Teresa)
and through my own personal prayer, especially meditation. I find
that, if I provide time and silence for God, He will make his
presence known to me.

As I said, my answers are quite brief, but I hope they will give
yvou an idea of the presence of God in my life and that they will
be of use to you in your survey.

Good luck with the survey! I hope that you will always remember
the cause of poor migrant workers and other oppressed people who
suffer so much.

Viva la Causa!

Sincerely,

Cesar E. Chavez
President

CEC: ew







JOHN CHEEVER
CEDAR LANE
OssINING, NEw YORK 10562

September 23rd,1980

Dezr Paul Rifkin,

I come,as you may know, from New England where
no one is eveqy’?amous and where it is thought impertinent
to guestion a totzl stranger about his spiritual life,

I think it a great mistake to confuse factual and
spiritual matters and since I am an old,old man and you

are in the fifth grade I feel it my responsibility to
say S0.

Sincerely,

5@ Clivevm



ANNA CHENNAULT

INVESTMENT BUILDING
1511 KSTREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20005

(202) 347-0516

February 14, 1983

Master Paul Rifkin
674 Rt. 6A
East Sandwich, Mass. 02537

Dear Paul:

Yes, I believe in God. I am a Roman Catholic.
I consider God makes his presence known in
many ways. Sométimes in time of trouble or

in time of joy, but most people find the
answer from God by prayer.

Sincerely, (iiiiii2§;;27“-“hhhhhhhzb
MW/?

Anna Chennault



MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

DEPARTMENT OF LINGUISTICS AND PHILOSOPHY

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

April 18 1983

Dear Paul,

You asked in your letter whether I believe in God. Sometimes it may be
comforting to have such a belief, but I have never read or heard any good reason
why one should have this belief, or why one should adopt one of the specific
versions of the belief proposed by the various religions of the world. So I
would have to say that my answer to your question is No. -

—

A A
Slnggrely_yOurs,

/Noam Chomsky
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SWEETWATER FILMS
9336 West Washington Boulevard
Culver City, California 90230

(213) 204-4020

Michael Cimino



Che New JJork Times
229 WEST 43 STREET
NEW YORK,N Y. 10036

March 3, 1983

Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537

Dear Paul:

Please forgive my long delay in answering your letter but I have
been away from my desk and home for a prolonged period.

To answer your question, Perhaps because I need to compensate for
my feelings of failure and other shortcomings, I believe that there
is are and always have been mystic forces acting in my behalf.
Supernal beings. Among other things, as I have stated, I do believe
in God, although I do not belong to any organized religion. I
envision God as some vague, bearded, robed, paternal figure out of a
MIchelangelo painting, something perhaps from the frescoes in the
Sistine Chapel. And when I am in need (even for trivial, small,
material things) I pray to Him quietly and, perhaps because of my
belief, which makes me act positively when I might have otherwise
acted negatively, I often find mh prayers answered.

I hope this answers your question.

Sincerely,

Craig Claiborne



THE CITADEL

THE MILITARY COLLEGE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
CHARLESTON, S. C. 29409

GEN. MARK W. CLARK, U. S, A.,, RET.
PRESIDENT EMERITUS

18 April 1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

674 Route 6A

East Sandwich, Mass 02537

Dear Paul:

Your letter has been received and I note your interesting
survey you are making.

To answer your first questionj yes, I do believe in God.

I cannot answer your second question with a definite statement
as you have requested but I will tell you that as a little boy my
family taught me to say my prayers and of more importance, to
believe that they would be answered. During my long service in the
Army, involved in combat in World War I, World War II, and Korea, T
was in command of many soldiers, and responsible for their well-being,
and their very lives. 1T continued to say my prayers, knowing that
they would be answered, and they were.

I hope you get a high grade on your interesting class report.

Sincerely,

Mark W. Clark

MWC:tp
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/ FRDM;EIE;Ehur C. Clarke

As I now receive several thousand items of mail 2 year, it is not possible for
me to answer you personally. Moreover, it is sometimes many months before letters
reach me, This reply is designed to deal with about 90% of the gquestions I am
asked, 1 hope you will understand the need for it, and I thank you for your interest
in my work,

ADDRESS: My home address is 25, Barnes Place, Colombo 7,
Sri Lanka, (Ceylon).
(Telephones Colombo 94255: UNDERSEAR, COLUMBC, Sri Lanka).

My London office is: Rocket Publishing Company
88 Nightingale Hoad,
London, N22, 4PP
(Tel: 01~-888 7778)

BIOGRAPHY s Biographical details will be found in the standard
references e,g. WHO'S WHO, CONTEMPORARY AUTHORS,
CUNTEMPORARY NOVELISTS, DICTICNARY of INTERNATIONAL
BIOGRAPHY, CELEBRITY REGISTER, BRITTANICA 3.
For Ceylon background see the accounts of my under-
water activities there, especially THE TREASURE OF
THE GREAT REEF. NEW YORKER “"Profile"™ 9 August 1969,

BIBLIOGRAPHY 2 Now about 50 booksj see above references, or the list
in any recent edition.

RIGHTS: N1l editorial gueries should be addressed to:
David Higham fissociates
5~8 Lower John Street,
Gelden Sguare,
Loncdon WIR 4HA (D1-437 7888)

or

Scott Meredith
845, Third Ave.,

New York,

N.Y, 10022

(CI 5 - 5500)
LECTURES: I no longer accept lecture regquests ocutside Sri Lanka,
SPNCE: Ubviously, I cannot answer queries about space; there

arc hundreds of books on the subject readily available,

For general information in this field, write to the

Secretary, The British Interplanetary Society, 12, Bessborough
Gardens, London, S.W.1., or to Department of Public Affairs,
NASA, Washington, D.C. 20546,
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UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES will I comment cn manuscripts: for some of the reasons,

L T

I am sorry, but I cannot supply photos and
autographs, In particular, I cannot autograph
and mail back booksl!

see chapter "Dear Sir....." in VOICES FRCM THE SKY, Nor am I interested in
ideas for stories, as I already have far more than I can ever use!

ADVICE TC

AUTHCRS:

2001

PUBLICITY

QUOTES:

g2

vy SBd L G (hee?)

Ao

A

The only advice I can give to would-be authors is as
follows: Read at least one book a day and write as
much as you can., Read the memoirs of authors who
interest yous, (Somerset Maugham's A WRITER's

NOTEBOOKS is a good example,

Correspondence courses, writer's schools, etc., are
probably useful - but all the authors I know were
self-taught, There is no substitute for living:

as Hemingway remarked: "Writing is not a fulltime
occupation,”

The answer to 21l queries on this subject will be
found in the novel 2001: A SPRCE CDYSSEY

(NAL in US, Corgi in UK).

The book THE LOST WCRLDS oF 2001 (NAL in US,
Sidgwick and Jackson in UK).

The two concluding essays in REPORT ON PLANET THREE
(Harper & Row in US, Gollancz in UK),

Jerome fHgel's THE MAKING OF KUBRICK's 2001 (NAL)

is also a very useful reference, with many photos.

So many publishers and authors have asked me to
comment on books, or to write prefaces, that I
am now forced to turn down all such reguests,
no matter how good the cause,

beltee . o %:hf/ b e A~ r

L

Gree Cc/ﬁ«L
FE€

et U

= JUNE 1976,
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WILLIAM SLOANE COFFIN, JR.

June 3, 1983

Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, MA. 02537

Dear Paul:

It's late at night, and I'm trying to catch up
on the mail. It may also be too late for this
letter to help you with your fifth grade class
report.

Yes, I do believe in God, and God has made His
(or Her) presence known to me in Bach's b minor
Mass, in Verdi's Requiem, and Dostoievsky's
Brime and Punishment,in the face of my father
and uncle and friends, but most of all, in the
face of Jesus whom I see as the window through
whom we se2 as much as is given to our mortal
eyes to see of God. I don't think God is con-
fined to Christ, but to me as a Christian, God
is most essentially defined by Christ.

Por many years I visited my aunt further up the
Cape in Yarmouthport. I know exactly where Bast
Sandwich is, and 1 hope you'll soon be out on
those great dunes.

Very sincerely to you, too, Paul,

bl &

William Sloane Coffin



CBS
NEWS

A Division of GBS Inc

524 West 57 Strest

New York, New Yark 10019
(212) 975-4321

23 March 1983

Dear Mr. Rifkin:

I suppose I do believe in God., At least I believe
that there is a guiding power in the Universe, usually
begnign., Having been brought up in a religious family,
I tend to call that God, but I think that personalizes
Him too much., I cannot visualize Him at all and think
of his influence as a force, a power, rather than as
someone in whose image I was created, I haven't the
faintest notion whether we look alike or not,

I have had no revelatory experience and couldn't
tell you how God made his presence known to me, It
is something I have grown up with and I sense his

presence in all things, however contradictory it may
sometime appear to me,

o 0
Yours sincerely,

Clcke Gt




stroke and was unconscious with his brain destroyed by
the stroke. If he had lived he would have been a complete
vegetable. The children and I prayed fof God to take Bob,
and H e did. As active_a life as this brilliant reporter,
authof and lecturer 1i ved, he could not have borne living
on..and God was good enough to take him to Heaven. As one
nun said to another one at the wake, "If Bob isn't in
heaven, there is no hop’ e for any of us". But of course
there iS hope for all of us if we believe and trust in
God.

I hope this helps you with yonr class report.

Most sincerely,
Iilllose. fonone 2 e
(Mrs.Bob Considine)

P.S, Our two lovely grandpchildren live in San Francisco
as you do, and attend Nova wschool.



"Bt Grorinns

Nov,.2,1976
Dear Paul,

Thank you for choosing my husband Bob Considine
as'a famous person you respect" to put your question
"Do You Believe In God" to. Unfortunately Bob can't
reply himself, because he has been with God for a year.
But I was marriked to him for 44 years and I pretty
much know his thoughts. Of course he believed in
God. How could anyone look at the beautiful flowers
God gave us, the sun and the moon, the food He put
into the ground for us to eat, a baby,without know-
ing God did it all for us. Bob was a most religious
man, a Catholic, a Knight of Malta, and went to Church
to pray every day of his life. God made his presence
known to Bob by answering those prayers..and believe
me those prayers were never for himself or for money,
they were for the sick, the needy, the soldiers and
anybody else who needeé help and guidance.

God made his presence known to Bob in more ways
than I can tell in just one letter. God put Bob into
Vietnam during the war just at the moment when an
orphanage there had a 1little Vietnamese baby to be
adopted by an American family, but red tape was hold-
ing up getting the proper papers for the baby to be
able to leave. Bob went directly to Premier Ky and
got those papers, and brought the baby home personally
to deliver to her anxious and loving new parents. Bob
was standing outside the gates of Castel Goldolfo wait-
ing for the word that Pope Pius had died, so he could
send out the storv to his 300 newspapers. Just as the
announcement of the Pope's death was announced and Bob
was wondering hovw he could get out of that mob of people
and to an office where he could write the story when
the gate he was standing by opened and a car drove
through. A Bishop who recognized Bob was in the car,
and he opened the door and said "Hop in,Bob". And the
Bishop took him into the room where the Pope was lying,
having just died. Bob kissed him while he was still
warm, and of course was the only newspaperman in the
world who was in the death room. Don't you think
God was rewarding Bob for his faith by arranging
for that Bishop to go through just then?

Another time Bob was flying from New York to
Las Vegas to cover an atomic test in the desert.At
that time one had to fly to Los Angeles, then transfer
to another plane to fly back to Las Vegas, a~d Bob was
afraid he would be too late to cover the test if there
was much of a wait between planes in Los Angeles,
Well, believe it or not, his plane didn't go to Los
Angeles--it made an emergency landing in Las Veges
so that Bob was in plenty of time, Oh God did look
out for Bob..even when Bob died. He had a massive



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES UCLA

=
BERKELEY * DAVIS + IRVINE « LOS ANGELES * HIVERSIDE * SAN DIEGO * SAN FRANCISCO - *

August 24, 1983

Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A

East Sandwich, Mass. 02537

Dear Paul,

SANTA BARHARA * SANTA CRUZ

DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHIATRY AND
BIOBEHAVIORAL SCIENCES

ADDRESS REPLIES TO:;
RM. 2859 SLICHTER HALL
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 80024

The fact that I am alive on the planet Earth
in a Solar System which is part of a galaxy
in a universe in which there's at least
four trillion other galaxies is as much

evidence as I need or can absorb.

NC/cpb

Sincerely,

i

Norman Cousins



INSTITUT OCEANOGRAPHIQUE

FONDATION ALBERT I¢, PRINCE DE MONACO

RECONNU D d UTILITE PURLI QUE

Téléphone : 30-21-54 MONACO-Viiie, /e Janua ry 14, 1977
30-15-14

Le DirecTeur

Mr, Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

4212 25th Street

San Francisco, Cal, 94114

Dear Paul:
It was very thoughtful to write to me and I thank you for your letter,
I think I am going to disappoint you but I am not going to answer your
question, It is too complex and profound a problem to just dash it off
in a letter,
What I am going to say, though, is that you should ask yourself that
question and meditate on it, You might find out perhaps that when you
have the answer it will no longer be necessary for you to know how
other people feel about God,
Good luck all the same for your assignement,

Sincerely yours;

Jacques &ousteau

bs



Latw School of Harbard niversity
Cambridge, Mass. 02138

9 November 1976

Mr. Paul Rifkin
4212 25th Street
San Francisco, Calif 94114

Dear Paul:

This will acknowledge your letter of
November 3rd.

I am reluctant to respond to very per-
sonal questions from someone I do not know.

In one way I am sorry not to help you
with your work. I would also like to encourage
your religious faith. If there are less per-
sonal questions I can answer for you, I shall
be glad to do it.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

V- ZCL B

Archibald Cox

AC:has



HARVARD UNIVERSITY
THE DIVINITY SCHOOL

Cameringe, Massacruserrs 02138

May 10, 1983

Paul Rifkin
Grade 5

674 Route 6A
East Sandwich
MA 02537

Dear Paul:

Yes, I do believe in God, whose
presence God has made known to me in
the love people have shown me, and
still do; in the Bible; and in the
vastness and intricacy of nature.

All the best,

\Y

Harvey G@.‘{ Cox (R‘D

rt
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THE SALK INSTITUTE

April 20, 1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin

674 Route 6A

East Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537
Dear Paul,

No, I do not believe in God.

Yours sincerely,

~ : <
{’m__g__é‘k
B He lCo €rick

FHCC/bml

Post Office Box 85800, San Diego, California 92138-9216 » Telephone (714) 453.4100

TWX 910 337 1283 SALK SD LJLA



TV GUIDE

1290 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10019/212-484-9900

October 22, 1980

Mr., Paul Rifkin
RFD 2-- off Grant Road
New Market, New Hampshire 03857

Dear Mr. Rifkin,

Your letter has only now been forwarded to me
from Radnor,

I would like to know the reason for youraquestion,
which hardly seems to me the subject for, fifth-grade
public school student. I would also like to know

if a grownup is helping you with this project with
a book in mind. I do not know many fifth-graders

who are concerned with God "making himself known."
Perhaps if you could tell me the source of your
interest and the purpose of your inquiring among
"famous people" I could be of specific help to you.

f?\\Cordially,
Skt Cust—

Judith Crist
Film Critic

,

JC/ds

TRIANGLE PUBLICATIONS, INC.
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November 8, 1976

Dear Paul:

Yes, I certainly do believe in God. I have since
my first conscious moment in this life, and of
course, I went to a Jesuit school far eight years,
which only fortified my beliefs.

God has never made his presence known to me, but I
only have to look around me to know that he exists.
How else can you explain the world we see around
us in all its wonders?

Only the existence of a Divine Creator could have
made it possible.

I hope this proves suitable for you, Paul -

All best wishes for the success of your project,

Bing Crosby
BC:1m

Mr. Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

4212 25th Street

San Francisco, California 94114




norm crosby

March 18,1983

Deear Paul,

Sorry to be so long with thie answer, but
as usual, I've been on the road =and Jjust found
your letter.

You asked if I believe in CGod and how he made
his presence known to me; It's a very interesting
cuestion.

I guess people do have special occasions in
their lives, Paul, when God lets you know he's
around ... but I don't think I ever needed a
particular event to convince me,

God gifted me with an ability to make people
laugh, to make them forget their problems even
for just a2 little while and when I consider the
great success that I have enjoyed with my career
(from a humble beginning) .. when I realize how
wonderfully I have been able to provide for my
family ... for my parente as well (when I had
then) and for my two boys who are in the third
and eighth grades now ... when I can help to
raise money for marvelous causes by appearing
at benefite znd telethone 2ll over the Country
and people do respond because I zeked them to
help ... when I receive hundreds of letters
from nice folks who just want to say "Thanks
for 211 the joy you've given use " «»s Now who
do I thank for all this if not Cod 2

Hope this is what you needed, Paul,; and my
very beet wishes to you.

Sincerely,

quwﬁ
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STATE OF NEW YORK

ExecuTiVE CHAMBER
ALBANY I2224

Mario M. CuoMo
GOVERNOR

February 25, 1983

Dear Paul:

Do I believe in God?

I certainly do.

He made his presence known to me almost from the day
I was born. As soon as I began to become aware of the

world - its beauty, its wonders - I was receptive to the
idea of God.

That receptivity turned into belief as I learned how
to think systematically, how to draw conclusions from
evidence at hand.

I hope this has been helpful.

Thank you for asking about one of my favorite subjects.

Sincerely,
Paul Rifkin

674 Route 6A

East Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537



GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY LAW CENTER
INSTITUTE OF CRIMINAL LAW AND PROCEDURE

412 FIFTH STREET, N.W.. WASHINGTON, D. C. 20001
(202) 624-8220

SAMUEL DASH

s December 20, 1976

HERBERT S. MILLER
CO-DIRECTOR

Master Paul Rifkin
4212 25th Street
San Francisco, California 94114

Dear Paul:

Thank you for your letter of November 6. Yes, I do believe
in God. I believe it would be difficult to describe how His
presence was made known to me in any one way. But I have always
felt that He was with me and watching over me.

Samuel Dash
Professor of Law

SD :mpd
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Paris, France

June 26, 1984

Dear Paul Rifkin,

Many months ago you wrote me regarding a survey you
were making for a fifth grade summer school project.
The letter became mislaid and has only now come into
my hands,

Just in case you will be engaged this summer in a sime
ilar project, I am sending herewith my replies to the
question which your letter posed: Indeed, I do believe
in God and have received answers to prayers many times,
Much good luck to you in every way,

Most sincerely, -

T 2D

Olivia de Havilland

Mr. Paul Rifkin

674 Rt. 6A

East Sandwich, Mass,
02537 U.Sed,



BAYLOR COLLEGE OF MEDICINE
TExAs MEpICAL CENTER
Houston, Texas 77030

OrPICE OF THE PRESIDENT

(713) 790-4951

December
10
1976

Master Paul Rifkin

4212 25th Street

San Francisco, California 94114
Dear Paul:

In reply to your inquiry of November 30, 1976, I am a Christian.
Best wishes to you for successful completion of your report.

Sincerely yours,

I\M@akey, ﬁ Bi.

8P
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RONALD V. DELLUMS

87TH DisTRICT, CALIFORNIA

ANY REPLY TO THIS LETTER
SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO
OFFICE CHECKED:
O 201 1371 STreeT, Suite 105
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 94604
(415) 763-0370

CHAIRPERSON,

COMMITTEE ON THE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

O 3557 MT. DiasLo BouLEVARD
LAFAYETTE, CALIFORNIA 94549
(415) 283-8125

O 219 Ravsuns B Congress of the United States i o 35700
BHouse of Representatives

MEMBER,
ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE

(202) 225-2661

DONALD R. HOPKINS

BARBARA LEE, DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

ROBERT BRAUER,
SPECIAL COUNSEL

May 9, 1983

Paul Rifkin
674 Route 6A
East Sandwich, MA 02537

Dear Paul:

I am happy to respond to your inquiry regarding my religious belief and am pleased
to be considered one of the people you respect.

Yes, I believe in God. I cannot answer your questions as to when God made His
presence known to me because there is no specific date that I can refer to. He
was and is always within me. His presence is continuously made known to me every
time I see the beauty of life.

I hope that this answers your questions and thank you for writing.
Sincerely,

///: Y
Ronald V. Dellums/

Menber of Congre

RVD/rdh



JAMES DICKEY

4620 Lelia’s Court
COLUMBIA, S. C. 29206

September 22, 1980

Mr. Paul Rifkin
RFD #2 -- off Grant Road
Newmarket, New Hampshire 03857

Dear Paul,

Thank you very much for your letter.

In answer to your question -- do I believe in God --
I would say this: whatever made what is, from the
sand grain to the galaxy, is worthy of my worship.
Whether such a force as we call God knows anything

about me or not, I don't know. I would say to
God what the angels say to Jim in Goethe's Faust:

Thine aspect cheers the hosts of heaven
Though what Thine essence, none cam say.

Sincerely
¢ /Jb
J igkey
/1b
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PY¥S DilFR

August 10, 1983

Dear Paul

Thank you for your nice letter. Here is my answer to
your question, "DO YOU BELIEVE IN GOD?"

"I believe in the spirit of good, the
life force, nature. That is my "form"

of what some people call God. I

cannot picture a man in human form

as God."

Good luck with your project!

Best wishes

‘Lﬁagiﬁ&lg é:z)‘
Phyll Diller




STANDING COMMITTEES:

AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY
FINANCE

JUDICIARY

Vlnifed Dlafes Denate s

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

BOB DOLE
KANSAS

April 25th, 1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin

674 Route 6A

East Sandwich, MASS. 02537
Dear Mr. Rifkin:

Thank you for your Tetter concerning your survey of famous
people.

I have always had a strong belief in God. Because of this I
have been a consistent supporter of voluntary prayer in public
schools and generally support any measure which, within constitu-
tional boundaries, would restore the right of school children to
the freedom of religious expression. These measures are pending
in the Judiciary Committee of which I am a member.

Again, thank you for contacting me on this important issue.
Please accept my best wishes for your academic success.

Sincerely,

BOB DOLE
United States Sehgtor

BD:db



J. H. DOOLITTLE
702 MUTUAL OF OMAHA BLDG.
5225 WILSHIRE BLVD.
LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 90036

(213) 936-8109

28 March 1977

Paul Rifkin
Grade 5
333 West Frances Willard
Chico, California 95926

Dear Paul:

Have your letter of the twenty-fourth.

Yes, | believe in God. | am sure that a Universe as vast
and orderly as ours could not have just happened. There
must be some Controlling Power behind it.

Every good wish to you and yours.

Very sincerely

K/zzf? 74

o

H. Doolittle



DOUBLEDAY

A COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

February 22nd, 1983

Dear Paul:

Of course I believe in God. He is responsible
for all the good all around us.

Best//

" / ; é;’__\ I N é r
‘ﬁe'éa%'DdﬁﬁggéggA’ 4214{iu{—5
ND:1t

Mr. Paul Rifkin

6T4 Route 6A

East Sandwich
Massachusetts 02537

DOUBLEDAY & COMPANY INC - EXECUTIVE OFFICES - 245 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK 10167
TELEPHONE 212-953-4770



HUGH DOWNS

November 5, 1976

Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

4212 25th Street

San Francisco, California 94114

Dear Paul:

Thank you for your letter with the question '"Do you
believe in God?" which I will try to answer:

The answer is yes. But it is important to explain in
what way I believe. For many people it is comforting
to accept a specific dogma and descriptions of God
drawn largely by other people living and dead. I
find it is not possible for me to accept any of these
sets of descriptions as a package. While I respect
the right of other people to accept formal religions
and I respect their sincere beliefs, I do not person-
ally believe in the way of any other people I have
met or read about. This means that I am like a man
named Carlyle who once said "There is one true church
of which at present I am the only member."

For years I thought I would find proof of the exist-
ence of God through scientific and logical truths. I
have come to believe that any such "proofs" would limit
the concept of God and a limited God is not what T
believe in. His presence was made known to me on a
personal level that has nothing to do with scientific
proofs one way or the other. Since this is very com-
plicated I probably could not describe it to you with-
out the danger of limiting the concept and defeating my
purpose.

Perhaps I could throw some light on it by explaining
some things that God is not, in my belief. He is not
a statue or idol, or a kindly old gentleman with a
beard looking down from somewhere above the clouds,
nor anything totally outside myself (and yourself.)



He is not a symbol used by temporal powers and organ-
izations to make me behave. He is not a product of
my fears and hopes nor a result of my intellectual
deliberations.

I have only glimpses of something totally indescribable.
Anyone determined to know God fully must probably be
prepared to make enormous sacrifices in specific
des%§es and ego (""He who would save his life must lose

s 1 8

I am coming more and more to believe that no harm can
come to a good man in life or death. This was said
first over 2,000 years ago by a man named Socrates in
Greece. I hope that you are aiming at becoming a good
man. You will probably develop your own way of
arriving at a faith, but becoming a good man is one way.

Best wishes to you.

Sincerely,

HD:jf



GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY LAW CENTER
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001

ROBERT F. DRINAN. S.J.
PROFESSOR OF LAW

March 1, 1983

Mr. Paul Rifkin
674 Rt. 6A
East Sandwich, Massachusetts 02537
Dear Paul:
I thank you for your letter,

The attached resume will show you my activities and
demonstrate some of my convictions,

With my sincere appreciation, I am
rdially yours,
Robert F. Drinan, S.dJ.
RFD:1cb

Attachment



THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

STATE HOUSE . BOSTON 02133

MICHAEL S. DUKAKIS
GOVERNOR

May 5, 1983

Paul Rifkin

Grade 5

674 Route 6A

East Sandwich, MA 02537

Dear Paul:

Thank you for writing to include me in your survey of people you respect for your
class project. I'm pleased by your compliment!

I came from a family that felt strongly that personal religious beliefs were to

be discussed only in church or the privacy of our home. It probably seems pretty

old-fashioned now, but I think this is one area that I still want to keep within the

priyate rather than the public domain, except to say that I am a member of the
ek Orthodox Church.

r letter, and I wish you good luck with your survey. Best wishes.




DAVID DOUGLAS DUNCAN

Castellaras

Mr, Paul Rifkin 06370 Mouans - Sartoux
Grade 5 FRANCE
674 Rt., 6A Phone : (93) 75.24.53

East Sandwich, Mass., 02537

12 April, 1983

Dear Paul:

Yes, I believe in a force greater than anything known here on Earth--
so let's call it God.

However, to believe is not the same as demanding proof that God exists,
as your query implies ("if the answer is Yes, please describe how God
made His presence known to you."). I've never demanded evidence of such
a Power, as one might have to provide before judge and jury, if taken
to court. I neither ask nor care about proof.

In my profession as a photographer, working sometimes in areas of high
physical risk such as war, I've wondered in the deepest sense about the
inequities discovered within our lives and never found a satisfactory
solution to my personal sense of injustice seen everywhere around me.
I'm referring to the fact that young men, one-half or one-third my age
have been shot and died beside me; young men surely more innocent than
I, with all of their lives still unfulfilled and stretching as a long
and seemingly rewarding road ahead of them . . . yet, suddenly it's

all over, ended by a single piece of metal or the blast of a shell
that left almost everything intact within the soldier--except his life.
And I, standing only feet away, continued living--untouched,

What would you think about God on a morning like that?
Thank you for writing to me, Paul, And I wish you the knowledge that

will provide you with a deeper understanding than mine about God, in
your life ahead.

Saludos,

David Douglas Duncan



Will Durant
5608 Briarcliff Road
Los Angeles, Calif. goo68

11-15-76
Dear Paul:
Yes, I believe in God, but I define

him as the energy of the atom and the creatiwe
vigality of living thin@g}

Sincerely,

f o Dunst
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